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Jn P/ooM to 

Bufile 100-106670 


New York, New York 
April 8 , 1968 
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"Stmutfr. 


Martin Luther King, Jt. ^rf'^'lcuy VoR "'V 

3 .cu«t, mW.r SlitASsSS™ 


*// ' 'A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on April 6 , 1968 , that on 
that date Stanley Levison*s wife stated that there is really 
no one to take Martin Luther King's place as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) but that 
King mora or less named (Ralph) Abernathy as his "heir"* 

She addArf^that this is "not what we would want to see", that 
Andrev^i^oung (Executive Vice-President of the SCLC) would 
be preferable "but^evenTie would need a lot of help. She 
said Levison, who was in Atlanta, was going to try to turn 
it ove^to a governing body.whibh is the most he can hope 


The source also ascertained that Stanley Levison 
later contacted his wife. She inquired about a report that 
the Field Foundation was going to give the SCLC one million 
dollars. According to Levison, the Field Foundation contacted 
the SCLC and said something about two hundred to three 
hundred to three hundred thousand dollars. He added that it 
will take a million dollars to keep SCLC golng.jJjfT 

Levison commented that there is hostility between 
Coretta King, Martin Luther King's wife, and "the staff" 

(SCLC), He said Mrs, King was pj^hlng for a memorial library 
but the staff was fighting 

Levison also mentioned that he went to "Daddy King's" 
house "where most of the meeting took place". He said that 
the people from Atlanta University came over, "all the people 
that Daddy King respects—and they are all National Association 
for the Advancement of Colox^d People (NAACP) people." Levison 
said that the NAACP people from Atlanta University wanted to 
take over the whole funeral, all the rmoney that will come In,®^ 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 


S^ET 


and build a chapel "and that sort of thing". Levison said 
that Mrs. King ''ducked her way out of that" and^dded "That's 
the kind of machinations that are going on". 

Mrs. Levison inquired If Levison had gotten around 
to what is going to happen fc Washington (King's Poor People's 
Campaign). Levison commented that It Is unlikely that "Wa^lngton 
is going to come off especially In view of the rlotlpg''.^^ 


Levison also indicated that he would attend a^ 
meeting of the(SCLC) policy making group the next day.A^ 
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4 - 12-68 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Dear Sir, 

I will start by telling you who I am 


''LL INFORMATIO.'I CCrlTAINED 
'■ iS b'NCLASSIFIED 

il Y T/^aM t.jL 


I am the only Uncle that Tatem (Chubby) Wofford 
had when he died, his mother was my sister 
also my sister and I have a picture of you Tatem, 
Tom Clark and Walter Winchell that you had made in 
a night club in Washington although you might not 
remember it. 




My name is, 
say I do not loo! 


and I am 76 years old they 


You know a Negro is one of the mo^ jealous persons 
in the world. You could be looking up the rong tree. 
What Big Negroes toes was Martin L. King stepping 
on? 


\ 


I think it is worth envestigating. 


Yours truly 
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This is to acknovlodge rocoipt of 
your Istter dmtod April 11 , 1968. 

thsnk you for your lutorost iu 
bringing this anttor to ay attontion. 

Sineoroly yours* 

J. Edgar Hoovof 

John Bdgnr BooTor 
Diroctor 
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Bureau of Federal Investigation 
Washington, D.C, 






_ Robards, Ky 

April 11, 1968 
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Gentlemen:- I realize that you are flooded with 
calls and letters from all kinds of Crackpots and my 
theory may not hold water but if I might have Just one 
thought that would help, in/^e least, in solving theT 
slaying of Dr . Martin Lu ther^ing Jr. I would I-weuld 
be glad I wrote yoiH TlrstT*'that famous letter from 
Birmingham Jail, mentioned that the writings of Uohandus 
Ghandi put the whole idea of peaceful resistance in his 
mind. Ghandi was his hero and he suffered all kinds of 
persecutions, for his cause. He fasted for days, burned 
his feet and gave his life, a martyr to the Cause to the 
poverty of India. Dr. King studied the crucifiction of 
Christ, also of Paul, Peter and the beheading of John 
the Baptist and other martyrs. He relished being thrown 
in Jajl and the many hardships and persecutions, the 
Insults and shame which he was subjucted to. He said he 
had conquered the fear of death, so you see what I am 
leading up to —suicide. Just before Easter, the funeral 
just before Good Friday, Just in time to get the Civil 
rights bill passed before adjurnment. He believed his 
death would accomplish more than he could do otherwise, and / 
rightly so. Please study the film of his last sermon, 

"I have reached the pinnacle of fullfillment" ect. How 
was he killed. By a paid professional kl^er. Uaybe a 
white man, maybe negro, he did not the front door 

and drop his gun, that would have bebn stupid, .hp^scarod ^t 
back and hid some place near and was probably /Irn th/^ tX -y T ■ jA'' 
*'morners" in the street. He had no idea of being apprehended. 

He was experienced in killing and knew all 
trade. This tradegy was long and well plannea. ^Dr.'*^tiag* 
saw no harm in it, as he thought the means we y^ no t 4^ _-^-i 

important as the end. He wanted his cause to win so badly 
that he was willing and anxious to die if necessary. Well, 

I ho^s you will find the real culpret and I hope no more 
innocent blood will be spilled. I*m sorry to take so much 
of your valuable time, but I Just bad to get it off my 
chest. Thanks; 


y - fl c ^ ^ ^ t- ) 


A deeply concerned Citizen 
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WXYZ EDITORIAL 




THE MESSAGE FROM DR, KING 

6 ; 

M artin Luthe r King lived for non-violence. His 
efforts in the last few years of his life were 
dedicated to the American ideal that all men 
should be free to participate in all of the benefits 
that our freedom grants us. 

To some» the reaction seems to seek revenge 
for the slaying of this martyr to their cause. 

This would be tragic, in that It would be 
sacrificing the very ideals he valued so highly. 

It would be destruction of the dream which he 
held for all of the people of this nation. 

As Mayor Cavanagh has said . , . violence of 
any kind would dishonor the memory of Dr. King 
... a man the mayor described as an example 
for all of us to follow. 

We must all recognize our responsibility not to 
surrender to the insanity which struck down 
Dr. King . . . and, instead, determine to further 
his own ideals of building toward a better world / 
. . . rather than destroy any hope for one. 

This is WXYZ's viewpoint. 

Broadcast — April 5, 1968 





WXYZ RADIO r^fuUfly presents edItoriJis 
on topics of viul Interest to its Itstersers. 
Cl»srly labeled as opinion, these radio 
editorials are delivered by Vice President 
and General Maruger Chas O. Friu, and 
Editorial Director, )oe Vaughn Vour com- 
cor>cerning this editorial will be 
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...-.r:c::AL :.:ob:liz.-iticx ccxmittee 
ro e:o the v/ah in viet nam 

rrrz::rs ror. a 
E..: cc*r\T:c society (sds) 

SSAHSIN-^.TION ON ilARTIN 
UTHHa king, JR. 


cr^oois and colleges and in the anti-war movement gen- 
rally. V.’e hope that the work stoppage will be taken 
pon by many unions and other organizations so it can be 
ifectively implemented.” 

For more information, call Rennie Davis of 
he Natio.nai .Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
iet Nam, phone 939-2666. 

Characterization of SDS is attached hereto. 


Davie Dellinger 


bO 


speaker was David Dellinger, Editor of "Liberation” 
magazine, v/ho identified himself as a pacifist. He stated 
tha-; ie was necessary to abolish the cause of war, which 
is capitalism. He advocated a communist society and 
seeped, ”I am a communist", but pointed out that he was 
r.o'c a Soviet-type com.munist. 




A characterization of the MLF is attached hereto. 
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VilE V.AR IN' VIET na:.: 

TO:i A 

C-V-TIC SOCIETY (SOS) 

S.'.SSIVATIOX OE hlARTIN 
ring, j’p.. 


CONEIDWriAL- 


c.c.v-S3ci that Rennie Davis, whose true name is Rennard 
Cardjr. Davis, attended the 1963 National Convention of 
SOS as a member of the Illinois Chapter of that organisation, 
.-.a ahe convention Davis was elected to the National Executive 
Ccancii oi SDS. The letterhead on SDS stationery listed 
i.^nnie Davis as Director of Economic Research and Action 
o;;ecr -if SDS. 


..aG Davis, leader of the National Mobilization 
e to End the V.'ar in Viet Nam, an anti-war organi 
had canceled the national strike scheduled for 
1963, in favor of a memorial service for Martin 
mg, Jr., at the bandstand. Grant Park,.Chicago, 
, at 2:00 p.m. on April 9, 1963. 


urnished the same 
cion as above,', but, in adcTition, advised that 
enorial service was to be jointly sponsored by the 
nal Mobilization Committee to End the War in Viet 
n d S « 
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S7'JZ1.:ts 70:i a 
D3.,:CC:3.TIC SOCIETY (SDS) 

ASSASSINATION ON MARTIN 
LUTASA KING, JN._ 



On April S, 19CS, Special Agents of the FBI observed a 
r.ir.orial service for Martin Luther King, Jr., held at 
bandstand located in Grant park, Chicago, Illinois. 

Tae service was scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m., but, 
cue lo wAe late arrival of several speakers, the service 
cid ace start until approxiniately 2:30 p.m. People started 
gutaering ac the bandstand at 1:30 p.m. At the time 
Che service began there were approximately 400 individuals 
in t/.c audience, v.hich included about 50 Negroes. There 
v.ac no indication as to the sponsor of the memorial service; 
cr.e seated purpose of the service was to honor the memory 
cd :..:.rtin Luther King, Jr. 

Included among the speakers were Staughton 
and i:iJ^__S 5 iege_i, introduced as National Secretary 

AS . 


.-uvheer- Lynd 


The April 18, 1957, edition of the "Chicago 
A-lly Nev.s’', a daily Chicago newspaper, described Lynd 
a Yule University professor and violent protestor 
against the Viet Nam war. 

The article stated that Lynd had taken an unautho- 
r.zeu "peace mission" trip to Hanoi, North Viet Nam, 
e .uir..; 1066 as a result of which he temporarily lost 
United States passport. 

Further, the "Chicago Sun-Times”, a daily C.'.icago 

CON 







TO z:;o THZ v/ar in viet na;.: 

lT'wOT.-TS TGa a 
ot...oc.v.t:c society (sds) 

ASSAITINATION of rA-RTIi\ 

LTTATA ::iKG, JR._ 



r.o\.3p:-per, edition of March 27, 1956, contained an article 
ro-la\:ir:g to an anti-Viet Nam war affair held early in 
:.:arcA, 1036, in Chicago. Lynd was in Chicago to participate 
i.n «.-.is affair and reportedly stated while here that 
he had recer.vly applied for membership in the W.E.B, 

Ou £ois Clubs of .America. 

In August, 1953, Lynd was interviewed by Special 
Ager.vS of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, At that 
tir.a he stated he had never been a Communist Party member, 
h-t did state that in the fall of 19<6 he had joined 
'w..e .-.r.erican Youth for De.mocracy. He had disaffiliated 
hir-.seif from this group in June, 1967. During the inter- 
v-s'.', Lynd had stated that while at Harvard University 
in 1£A7 a.nd 1943, he had been a member of the John Reed 
C-'cup, having served as club secretary for approximately 
one year at this time. The American Youth for Democracy 
..—S oes^n designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

A characterization of the ^V.E.B. Du Bois Clubs, 
„_t.. local and national, as well as a characterization 
c- the John Reed Club, is attached hereto. 


Spiegel stated that Martin Luther King, Jr., 

: ns a champion of civil rights and his death would not 
the civil rights movement, but, he believed, 
give it more impetus. 

Staughton Lynd spoke of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 
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viov.o concerr.ing the war in Viet Nan;, Lynd compared 
zl'.e w'i-i' in Viet Nam to the lifcsraticn of the black community. 
Ka called for the immediate withdrawal of troops from 
Viet: Nam and the black community. He also called for 
the right of self-determination for the Vietnamese people 
and zr.Q black community. Lynd stated that the anti-war 
slogan should be changed from ’’Hell no--we won’t go” 

:c "Hell no, we won’t go to Viet Kam or go into black 
communities to kill our black brothers”. 


Other speakers talked of their association 
..ith :.;artin Luther King, Jr., of police brutality tactics 
..tiliaed by the police and National Guardsmen stationed 
in the ghetto area curing recent rioting in Chicago, 
.-.aether individual claimed excessive bails had been set 
for those Jailed during the riots and urged the audience 
to cc.ntribute to their, aid through the United Legal Bill 
Eor.d Appeal, 7S32 South Yale Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


00 r 


..4.;. X ..C 


The Chicago ’’Sun-Times”, a Chicago daily news- 
in its issue of April 10, 1963, on page 30, con- 
an article captioned ’’Thousands Honor King Here”, 
part, the article stated the rally was sponsored by 
e Ad Hoc Committee for the ilemorial to Doctor Martin 
t.ner King, a group composed of various civil rights 
d peace groups which included SDS, 
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TG 333 TH3 V,A3 IN VI2;T KAM 


_ U i.' tw'.k /''• 


z:.:cc.'3-?ic scc: 2 ?y (S33) 


CONFiaC'TIAL 


AGS.'.ISINATIC:: 03 

Lur:-:2:': xixg, jx. 


c^rvice r.opsd to gather support for a march or. the Chicago 
Ave.-.ae Arr.iory, headcuarters for troops keeping order 

ir. Chicago. 

Special .'.gents of the FBI observed the service 
end Z.Z approximately 4:15 p.m. People dispersed in all 
c-_reCwions in groups of two and three. No march to the armory 
too.: place . 


advised on April "S', that Vernon 

.. urcan, jr., was arrested as he departed from the memorial 
eerviee at appro.ximately 4:2C p.m. and was charged with 
.-iserderly conduct and resisting arrest. Ke was scheduled 
for court appearance on April 23, 1968. 




-r rr^ 7 ^ 

. ... u. O.... , . 

The University of Hissouri campus nev/spaper, 
.:.r.eater”, for February 8, 1S37, carried an article 
reported Vernon Urban v/as elected to the position of 
.mpus vice-chairman of SU3 during a meeting of that 
.action held in Columbia, Missouri, the previcus week 


The following individuals were notified of the 


eONFIDEhllA 


7 







John Sin 

Assistant Unitod States Attorney 
Chicn^^o, Illinois 


:-:a':icn I 

llo-h Military Intelligence Group 
ZvnnSwOn, Illinois 



rnTTecStaxes Secret Service 
Chicago, Illinois 



:ago FOi.ice Department 
Chicago, Illinois 




COXFI 




w. « ^ 


.v-0 Stucsnts for z: EcT.ocratic So::.iviv { .SIX';’) . t; s 
r- today, cz::.C' into bc-in^' at a foundiuj^ oo:: vc-nt i^.;. 

-"'-fw ;.uron, }aiCi)i.fyar», in cjim-d , 3.0^*2 . Tn^i SDii t'.n 
tica cf ycor.:^ poopio on tho ^eft aud .^as a curron: 

ci pt'otc-atlr.y tr.o craft, promoting a carr-paign for 
o cavoxop a coaccier.tiou^ objector stacus, cenouncing 
atataa Iritcrverition in the trar in Vie-tnaT. and to 


C .' ...,^ ^ . 

~ ^ X... 




. coapZcte control by ctudents. GUS K/XL, General 
.ry, Cotmaaiat I^arty, USA, v;hen interviewed by n repre- 
.va of United Preaa International in Snn Francesco, 

'aia, cn Hay 14, 1CC5, deccribed the SDS as a pa*i of 
,a,:oacible_left*' v/bicn tae Party has "going for us." 

Jaae, 1^35, Z^Z National Convanticn, an anticox;nunist 
, v:ac raaoved iron the SDS constitution. In the 
' 7, IUCj, iasuo of "Uev/ Left Notes," the official pub- 
r. cf SDS, an £33 spohescan stated that there are some 
.ats in £33 and they are t/elcorie. The national heac- 
a of this organisation as of April IS, 1967, v/as located 
. 203, 1603 ^'est Uadison Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


CONFIDENT lAL- 
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I. i^o'si'.-ce acvicec ths.t cn October 26-27, 1563, a 
cG.-.lc.'cr.ce of ricnbers of tbo Cci:.::iU3ist Party, US^ (C?US.^), 
inclucia^ national functionaries* met in Cnicago, Illinois, for 
•f.be pu 2 *pose of setting in motion forces for the establishment of 
a national Marxist-oriented youth organization which would 

I:-'.;: j for the most peaceful transition to socialism. The delegates 
•• ^-re told that it would be reascnabio to assume that the young 
s j^jialists attracted into this new organization would eventually 
into the CP itself. 


A second sourco has advised that the founding convention 
i:.' the nev; youth organization was held from June 1&-21, iS6<:, at 
..if Colder. Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which time 
V'.Z.B, CuSois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 

.. v,^ro:-:ir;.ately SCO delegates from throughout the United States 
icter.ded this convention. 


The second source advised in September, 1633, that lllllZ 
._.Cnr.Cbb, CPUS-l Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities 
lArty still supported the plan to build "left" socialist 
>.c..t-:rs ana to solidify the Party base through the DCC.. This 
- :.wrae also advised in September, 1S63, that DANIEL RUBIN, CPU3.A 



^ o 



n.il Crganizaticnai Secretary, stated the Party believes the 
hould have a worliing-class outlook and be a mass organization 
c.ble to socialism, socialist countries and Marxism, and in 
, 1637. advised that GUS I-T.LL, CPUSA General Secretary, 
ated the DCA primary emphasis should be on developing mass 
tunce to the draft. 


A third source advised in September, 1967, that JARVIS 
TV.'BA '..as elected chairman cf the DCA on September 10, 1967, at 
T...e Third Nacionai Convention of the DCA held in New York, New 
Vork, from September 8-10, 1937. 




A fourth source advised during 
TYNER is a member of the National 


August, 1937, that 
Committee of the CPUS-^. 


A fifth co'urce advised on Septembe 
uarters of the DC.A is located at 34 Wes 
Kav,' York. 



t the 
New 
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REC-19 ^ (. 70 ^ ^ 


1968 



__ ^ ) 

Kazinapolis, North Carolina 28081 ~^\rv 

t7fe - 


1^ 


Dear 


Your letter was received on April 9th. 



As you may know, the FBI derives its responsibilities 
from Congressional enactments, Presidential Directives and special 
orders of the Attorney General. At the specific request of the Attor¬ 
ney General, the FBI instituted an investl^tlon into the circumstances 
surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King. 


MAIWEQ2 

APK 1 zms 


sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoo^ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director i 


T/? 




■in 21968 INFORMATION CONTAINED 

coMM-aL . ^''''CLASSIFIED 

NOTEi-^ufiles rellect an outgoing to correspondent ^ted 9-19-67-— 


in response to his request regarding firearms legislation. 
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Mr. Tc 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
U»S. Department of Justice 
■WashingtonjD.C. 


Kannapo i.SjNor 
Palm Sunday 196^ 

v 




Sirs 


ALL INFORP/ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

datep^^_„ 


Mf.7c5TT-r..._ 
Mr. Cai.ahan 
Mr. Conrtd 
Pelt 

L. Oh a 

Mr. i: 

Mr. £u.l:v^ 

Mr. Tavei_ 

Mr. Trotler.^. 

T«le. Room_ 

Miss Holn:ea_ 
Miss GsQdy._ 


The Associated Press quotes Attorney General Ramsey Clark as 
saying that FBI Agents are cooperating with the Men^phis Police De¬ 
partment and other state and nunicipal law enforcement organizations 
in the noble search for some hapless soul on whom vengeance may be j 
wreaked for the Thursday slaying of Nobel'Peace laureate Martin Luther 
^ King. j 


Presuming that this one of the few occasions upon which Clark 
IcnowB what he is talking about^I must ask what legal authority the 
FBI has to enter a homicide case which has no relevance to national 
security and did not,as far as anyone knows,entail any violation of 
the Federal laws of which the Federal Bureau of Investigation is 
charged with enforcement. ' 



Your record,sir,demands the conclusion that you would have to 
be overruled before FBI Agents could exceed their legitimate authority 
and Jurisdiction. 


Sincerely 




i? ■ 

(v/ 1, 



px.no v;J ^ 

RBC-is "IT 

^ . B Af-R I 1968 








/-• r/‘ r' ■ ''r-. 

^ w' ■/ / . 




N * ^_\ ^ i-/ , 


DATL. 3-28“6i 


. ^/e. ^ 
Vuv.e: - 
TeU. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^<f_ BySMjJaJj^ 

.,> ft*?-* 


Cr. c)-13-3S. ca'oricr.ed individ'oal visited F^I I-Ieaa- 


ervicw 


visea wx“iav :.is r.c:ne was originally i^anvuie, Virgn.^a, 

I'.e Ind ia£': received a call fron: a relative tdere indicating 
irs. Jalia 3rown of Clevelandj Olaio, would ce speald^ig in 
: i-27-S3. ^^Hurther advised that one of the Danville news- 
iarried an advertisement regardiiag this appearance wherein 
.'C'.vn claimed to be a former emp^^ee of the FBI, whose duties 
■- -G investigate Dr. Idartin Luther^Cing, the Southern Christian 
mp Conference and G':her c ivil r ights groups relative to the 
,e of communis: mfiuence. ^^^rnade clear that he was here 
rate citizen and wished to know if this woman was ever an 
:e of the FBI and if so, was she engaged in the above-mentioned 

7b a 

advised zhat a Ivfrs. Julia Brown, who is well 
^ :he Bureau, furnished information on su bversi ve activities on 
antial basis to the FBI from 1351 to 1£3C, also told 

-c she was no': an em ployee cf the Bureau, she was compensated 
services. flHHUAv/as also told that aside from this, we ^ ^ . 
coir.n-.er.t f-jrther cc.-.cerning her. J CO RECORDED 

appeared satisfied with this answer M& ^Jl8d1968 
’viewing Agent for providing him v/ith this information. 


_r..T-01\ IX BUF_ES: 


^^0^’as the 
mogatcry nufcrn: 


h'ec: cf a White ricus Arame‘check in 


men regarcung *..m waJ 


fpund, (32-5-29175) 




.shop 

dlivan^ 






/ _ 


1 - hCr. DeLoach 
TDI-I:iar/roc (8) 













AprU 16, 1968 
















ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE40_-5/^ 

(0<n^ 


Sunbury, Ohio 43 



tr- 




I have received your letter ul-AprSf 10th and certainly 
appreciate your favorable remarks concerning my-admlnlstratlon of 

the FBL 


» f 

ir. c* 


In response to your request^ ^irhll© would very much 
like to be of assistance, information In our fUes must be mlnt^ed 
as confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 


mailed 14 . 

1 G1968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 


WMGilmf 

(3) 





ToImh 



I f, 


O' 


TrolteT 





^ V 


APR2318^ 

Candy _ MAIL ROOM I TTEL 


ETYPE UNIT 


□ 








April 10. 1968 


Mr. Callaha 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. GaIe.^C»: 


iVk^Qsea_ 

ALL INrORfvV'TJO'-i 

HF'?;:!’ '-'IC.' A'',. ■ wy Trotter 


Kr« J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Bear Mr. &>overs 


' • 40 r. , R<>om... 

^ »to 'ffl ' ' ''C 0i/ Holmes 

t . ✓*“» -Mtae-Candy 

vJilw fjtA^ - 

(fOUf Ij= ^ 


Our cou^ry has just yesterday witnessed the buring of Dr> Martin 
L uther^ng . a renouned minister of the Gospel, a very prominent 
•and able clergyman, recognised by many If not all of our many re— 
ligioue faiths, and also a very influential leader in the Civil 
Rights Kovement, especially in the non-'Violence area. 

However, as I make the follvwing request it may be that such a re¬ 
quest is entirely out of reason with the principles of the organiza¬ 
tion of which you are its able Director. 

I have heard that this man has had leanings, been related to various 
communists front organizations and that Buch is on record in your 
files. 

It seems incredible to me, Kr. Hoover, that a man with suvh strong 
influences in many areas of concern in our America, first within the 
pulpit of our American churches, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, etc, 
are possible. 

Please, I am not requesting such information which is not in keeping 
with the works of sharing with the general pAblic, but just a simple 
ves or pia, as to the possibility of such hearings. 

Therefore, If it possible that you can share in this particular and 
possible unusual request, I would deeply appreciate it. 

Thanking you sincerely for sharing as you deem ib wise and also for 
your interest in our total betterment of our America, I am 
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C--ocLlled to aSvisa o^ c ruror 
;:; “:r "■*•■". }-r® ^^--''^■-=-3, Laryiand, area and to state 

Lr?" Lr.'r-rlLr authorities are tellinc the puhli 


* i/i.'‘£Cxor hoover has a ^ile on Reverend 

'y”*" i-xelcates he was pro-ccnziunist. 

c-.wxOa that if this was true the iafornation gI 




£-:e fur-cner ctated she is of the opinion 


ihouli 



tno rolatca she nay wire the President and the 
-c--ney uenerai her views. 


. advised that the infornaticn in F3I 

-e-- cOi.^eaeateal ana no cennent could be cade. 
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Date: 4/8/68 
PLAINTEXT 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

imOHiT 


(Priority) 
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TO DIRECTOR (MAIL ). ATLANTA AND MILWAUKEE 
FROM CLEVELAND (^-293) 

RE: MARTIN LUTHE^INGj SM - C. 

RE CLEVELAND TEL TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, DETROIT AND MEMPHIS, 
APRIL SIX LAST, AND CLEVELAND TEL TO BUREAU, BALTIMORE AND 
BOSTON, APRIL SEVEN LAST. 



ADVISED 

THAT THE TWO GREYHOUND BUSES CHARTERED AT CLEVELAND, OHIO TO 
DEPART CLEVELAND TWELVE ZERO ONE A.M., APRIL EIGHT INSTANT FOR 
ATLANTA FOR REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FUNERAL HAD winiai 
^CANCELLED AS ONLY FIFTEEN PEOPLE SKHJED UP. THESE FIFTEEN HERE 
SENT VIA REGULAR GREYHOUND SERVICE TO ATLANTA. 

THE OTHER CHARTERED BUSES NAMELY THE TWELVE FRCM DETROIT, 
TWO FROM BOSTON AND ONE FROM WILMINGTON, DEL., AS SET FORTH IN 
RETELS ARE TO MAKE THE TRIP TO ATLANTA FOR THE FUNERAL AS 

[OUND CHARTERED BUSES HERE 


SCHEDULED • 


LLSO^EARNED FIV^^^( 




TO I£AVE ST. BONIFACE CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISC., AT TWO THIRTY 
H)D PAGE («£ ■ 

information jpii 

^isuNcugsm 


Approved: 



Special Agent 


HEREIN ^ 
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Date: 




Transmit the following in _ ___ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ ____ 

CV 157-293 (Frionty) 

PAGE TWO 

P.M., APRIL EIGHT DISTANT, FOR KING FUNERAL IN ATLANTA WITH 
TtlE RETURN TRIP SCHEOTLED FOR A SIX P.M., APRIL NINE NEXT 
DEPARTURE OUT OP ATLANTA. 

THE ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFO OF MILWAUKEE AND ATLANTA. 
LHM RE BUS CHARTERING WILL BE SUBMITTED APRIL NINE NEXT. 

END. 



Approved; 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 
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FROM N. P. Callahan 


SI BJECI The Congressional Record 
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KOT BICOT-DED 
176 APR 17 ^68 


In the original oi a memoran^m captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ^ reviewed and pertinent items were 

mc^teAor AhPjPi^K^GkfiUention. This form has Peen prepared in order that 
po7^“ onginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files* 
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1'.3 I'lLtsburgA celsLype to tiie Bureau and Chicago 

C.i'. - O’— '_/ o/Oo • 

^ are C copies i'or tne Bureau and 2 copies 
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4. M 


ai.’uel and LI": ao-e not being disseiainatea t 
*jr xO.es or inei/xduals mentioned tnerein as dissomini^icn oi V 

sjui’ccs v/x-iLten s caterient will be made V ^ ^ 

-j-...I classiiied "Coniiclential^' sinceaata reported 
iro.i scurces could reuscnably result in identification oi 
c^-i-x xd^-*. i,±ax inf oruiants oi continuing value and compromise 
-uture eiiectivenoss thereof, ___ 

■ 55 ?* reCORMP 

Sources utilized in Iddi are: ^i83 


P .. rirsc Source: ?G 153-S ?G 134-d38:A 

->'-‘-'00^1 ^.C.iu o) (*0,I) 
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M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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O Information pertained only to a third parts. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




In Reply, Pleatt Rejer to 

File A o. 


..r-'": r\,a^ 


P i t c s b u * li, Pennsylvania 
April 10, ISSS 




co:,:,:u:cibT PAr.TV - u^;. 

STIUTEGV IX IXjUSTTvY 


RE/ ' •> S. 

FCIr - . ■■■ 

DAT - ■' 

DECLm^jc . UMt.v ... 

44-7h 




.... o- jne GOjn::iunis‘i .-'ar'cy - U 

lielcl a\: the Youns Men!s Christian Association, U’abash Street, 
Cnicaj;G, Illinois, Ar.cng the appro;.imatoly 110 indi/iduals in 
a;;^ondnncc au tne Coniercnce there were such CP notables as 
Cus hall, Claude Li£htiooi, Geoi’i^e Meyers, G aorg a-ji i O ra'i g^ 
tur.cs Uesr, Carl Uinter and Daniel Mubin. 

The June 22, 193G, issue of *'The Yorker, ” 
an east coas u Comunist newspaper, reported 
that Gus Mali had been elecied General 
Secretary of che CP at its IGtli Xational 
Convention, Xev/ Y’ork City, June 22-23, 1953, 



This document contains neither recommendetioas 
lior conclusions of the F3L li is the propeit? 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents ore not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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n on che current labor situacion and 
nited States as viewed by the Cj?. 
things v/ere ''coiiiinv; co a head” in 
and in che deticit money situation 
u\Y iound itseli. lie pointed out that 
t oi Ai'L-CIO, \/as now in a dilemma as 
upport to President Johnson wno had 
d nor run as a candidate ior re-electio 
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■* report;, rhe conference continued 
by the various delegates. These 
•bor situations in their respective 
r approaches to the problems encoun 


tore 
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/e a roi:-ort on the new Marxisr dail:^ 
r.e hP ajiT v ” xollowing the above discussions . 

cu cArv; the :.’os c nodern printing equipment and the 
paper techniques and services would be utilized in 
tion of this nev/spaper. t/inter noted that half a 
lars had been recei»'od in donations by the nev;spaper 
catiw^n date oi :,iay 1, 195G, had been delayed because 
hiculcY with the wire services. 


The highlight oi tlie second day oi the conierence 
was a speech by Gus Hall, hall spoke concerning tne crises 
in ;:he United Ctates, nr.riely the rioting in the cities, tl^e 
loss oi iaith in the dollar and the controversy over the v;ar 
in V_e«na;'.i. he stated tnat in ei'iect the ruling class had 
'’dunood'' President Jonnson who had coue to the conclusion that 


culd noY.’in ii he 


X Ox X 


e-election. 


hall characterized the C? as a working-class party, 
urged those in attendance at ti.e conieronce to return wo 
>eir respective rreas and work tov/ard making this a reality. 

,11 noted that the time was right iOx' CP meitbers to speak 
•t on tne issues conironting the nation today. 

hall stated that the CP had air • issued a leailet 
:rtat..ing to the kc/erend hr. M artin LudBx'* King, Jr., the 
tio-.aj.ly mown ci/xl icaeer who was assassinateci at 

Tennessee, on Apr_l d, IQoG. Hall stated that about 
;and oi these leaflets had been distributed by the CP in 
.cage area. Hail urged delegates to get a supply oi 
ieailets xor distribution in their resnective areas. . . , 

- b(/y 

;-..’Dsscd ^^tH^conierenc^we^^^j^T^’k toward the success 

'’T-C Ur.iiy U'orld'' and 2, V.'ork toward making the CP a wox'king- 

Proposals passed at the couxcrence included sending 
...t -r.nily oi tlie late Hcverend Dr. Hing a letter ci condolence 
.nd iurnishing the nevs media the details of proceedin;^ oi the 
lonterence. 


..-_o , 

/• k V. , , ., - . 

^ ^ 
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AprU 17, 1968 


REC-68 



ALL INFGR’ r-'-ly/i,,rr. 


Tour letter of April 10th has been received. 

b response to your inquiryi I did make the statement 
in a press c<mference on November 18» 1964p that Martin Luther King 
vas the most notorious liar In ttie country. I did so because he had 
grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents handling 
civil rights Investigations In the South. 

With respect to your other questionp Information in our 
files must remain confidential pursuant to regulations of the Depart- 
tient of Justice* 

'' ' Sincerely yonrsp 

___ 

V' J. Edgar Hoo^f 

V 

NOTE: ;Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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April 10, 1968 


L lHF0R^fl^T10N COtlJWI'JED 





Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Dept, of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C» 


Dear Mr. Hdbverr 

I am a housewife and mother of 2 children. I try 
to keep myself informed on the world situation and the 
situation here In the D.S. ^sterday I watched the entire 
funeral of Dr. Martin Luther^lng, Jr. After watching It 
I came away more confused about tne man than prior to the 
funeral. As I listened to all the speeches about the kind 
of person he was and what he wanted to do , I began to 
feel a little sad about what X thought he was. I am still 
confused. 


I never in all the time I heard him speak thought of 
him as being a peaceloving person. His manner of speaking, 
the words he snoke, and th^ feeling he put across to me 
were not especially non-violent. And now some of the very 
people who critized him . are now praising him as the 

greatest peacemakerof these times. It was my feeling that 
he was trying to tear the D.S. apart using the black peoples* 
grievances as his tool. If he was so much for peace, then 
why did he predict such a negative atmosphere that every 
summer the U.S. will have riots? I don't understand what he 

""‘Wjs *[c« ' I C - d’c 

If I remember corActly you said something to the effect 
one time that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. iro'the mofft—’ 
notorious liar in the country. That has been on my mind also* 
Could you please explain that statement a hard 

to believe that he would have had the nerve to trick and 
fool his race into destroying their own cormt'ry^ and the 
pulpit of Christianity to stand behind. Please give me an 
answer as to your opinion of him, and what he was really 

trying to accomplish. C0RKfSF0^4 
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code! 
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“50 PIRECTOR (MAIL), ATLANTA, CHICAGO AND NEW YORK 'J '' 


JRC14 CLEVELAND (157-293) 

RE: MARTIN LimiER'TtlNO; SM - C. 



6 


H“ t: !:■.■•>:• c-.'-rTA-V 


^ ADVISED APRIL EIGHT INSTANT THAT HE HAD I£ARNED THE FOLLOWING 
\)r ADDiTICffiAL BUSES HAD BEEN CHARTERED PRCW GREYHOUND TO TRAVEL TO 
ATLAHTA, GEORGIA, TO ATTEND FUNERAL OP REV. KARTIH LtmiER KTHG 
OH APRIL HIRE NEXT. 

ONE BUS CHARTERED BI THE CITT WIDE WELFARE GROUP, NEW 
YORK CITY, SCHEDULED TO LEAVE NEW YORK NINE THIRTY A.M., APRIL 
IICBT INSTANT, RETURN TRIP LEAVE ATLANTA FIVE P.M., APRIL NINE 
NEXT. 

ONE BUS CHARTERED BY MR. SIMMS, ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE, 
CHICAGO, TO LEAVE CHICAGO TWELVE NOON, APRIL EIGHT INSTANT, 
SSTOTH TRIP DEPART AJBLAHTA FIVE A.M. APRIL TEN NEXT. 

THR EE BUSES CHARTERED BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
OONFBBHICE, CHICAGO, TO LEAVE CHICAGO THREE P.M., APRIL EISaT 
_^EXANT, RETURN TRIP DEPART ATLANTA SIX P.M., APRIL NINE 

g^^oE ONE DPP.int; /// 

L_ .( 2 ) 



Approved: 


Special Agent in 







rci^ie 5-22-64) 





F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 




cv 157-293 

PAGE TWO 

ABOVE FOR mPOR^TIOK. 

LHM RE ABOVE WILL BE SUEMITTED APRIL NIKE HEXT. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 



FlKRAt WRWU OF mVESTIGATKm 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


/ 


W. W. Vi.rnnipii.ni ur I 


ALL INi u^ /. I,. . APRyd'IQfiP 

HEREIN !S UiiGLASSIFlED . 

PATF;?_- b y 5 NJ 
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Mr. Trotuij 
T«le. Boom. 
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from ATLANTA 157-3094 
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. IWRTIN LUTHER KING, ^,SkV^s 

IltD) 


V\ 





ADVISED APR, EIGHT LAST, 
HE ^UNDERSTANDS SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY HAD SEVERAL 
TaEPHONEs'jHSTALLED IN THE KesT HUNTER BAPTIST CHURCH,. ^ 
CHESTNUT,AN D HUNTER STS, , ATLANTA, THIS IS A NEGRO'^ / 

INFO THE 


BAPTIST 


% 


RCH AND ACCORDING TOi 





TELEPHONES WERE INSTALLED TWO OR THREE DAYS AGO. KENNEDY 
ALLEGEDLY INSTALLED PHONES FOR USE OF XING FAMILY, RELATIVES 

^ouTitfidO dc 

AND FRIENDS, AND MEl«ERS OF FOR THEIR CONVENIENCE IN 

HANDLING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS AND THE_*ORgWDr-E3(PECTED TO BE 
IN ATLANTA ^ OR KING’S FUNERAL.. 'AftCpRIH^TO 
INFO, THE TEMPORAlRy^as. IN T H^UWTER BAPTIST'CHURC H 

;b'YED BY SENATOR KENNEDY. 


f, 


Arc.uic.v lu DC. 



! mR DELOACH FOR THE DIRECT^ 


11 APR 16«68 


CC- MR Sm.T.IVAN 




TO: Director, FBI (IOO-IO6WO) 

FBOM: SAC, ClevtUnd (157-293) 

MARTIN LUTHE^'kxNO 
SM - C 

00: Atlanta ALL INF' 




»1L TNPORMATION CeNTHNED 


Re Cleveland tel to the Bureauj Atlanta, Detroit and 
Memphis, ^6/68; Cleveland tel to the Bureau, Baltimore and 
Boston, A/r/68j Cleveland tel to the Bureau, Atlanta and 
Milwaukee, 4/8/68; Cleveland tel to the Bureau, Atlanta, Chicago 
and New Tork, 4/8/68• 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of an LHM 
suitable for dissemination; copies are also being sent to 
Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Memphis, Milwaukee 
and New Tork. In addition, copies are being sent to Secret 
Service, Cleveland, Ohio, Jnd local military Intelligence 
agencies. 


^J^^Bureau (Enc. 
- Atlanta (100 


"T- Atlanta'(100-5586J (Inc. 2) (RM) 

2 - Baltimore (Sne* 2} IBM) 

2 - Boston (Enc. 2) (BM; 

2 - Chicago (100-353^) (Bnc. 2) (BM) 
2 - Detroit (Enc. 2) (w) 

2 - Memphis (Enc. 2) (RM) 

2 ' Milwaukee (Enc. 21 (RM) 

2 - New Tork (100-136^5) (euc, 2} (R 
2 > Cleveland 
EAS/hs / 

(21) agency, ac / i , ^ 


h i*«C. 2) (BM) A. 

HEC-j —-i-—■ 






. 0SI;SEC. sro, 




TSf-::- 'ih 


;-.V/ 




/ CX /rr^Ai 10^9^ 

^S:f/ _ tent_ 

Special Agent in Cborga 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cleveland, Ohio 
April 9m 1968 


MARTIN LUTHEB KING 


y 




On April 4, I 968 , Reverend Martin Luther King 
vas assassinated at Memphis, Tennessee, and his funeral was 
scneduled to be held on April 9» 196b, at Atlanta, Georgia. 




learned that twelve buses had been 
chartered in Detroit, Michigan, in the name of Robert Kendall, 
scheduled to leave from Great Lahes Mutual, Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit, at 5i00 PM, April 8, 19^, and arrive at Ebenezcr 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, at 9^15 Am, April 9i 1968. 
The people mahing this trip reportedly were to attend the 
funeral of Reverend Martin Luther King on April 9» 1968, 
and then the buses would depart Atlanta at 5s00 PM, April 9$ 
1968 , for the return trip to Detroit. 





'also learned that Public Employees District 
Council 77, had chartered one bus scheduled to leave 

Detroit, April 7> 1968, foi^laybom Temple, Memphis, Tennessee, 
and return April 9> 1968. J||H|Vhad no further details regard¬ 
ing this and did not know l^L^ias in connection with the 
death of Reverend King. 



'also advised that the Inner City Christian 
Council, cxevej.ana, Ohio, had chartered two buses scheduled to 
leave Cleveland, 12:01 AM, April 8, I 968 , for Atlanta, Georgia, 
for the funeral and leave Atlanta for the return trip at 6;00 PM, 
April 9> 1968 . This group made a |100 deposit and was attempt¬ 
ing to fill additional buses. 


.T- T»T-^pv;'r’TQ»; CONTAINED 



NCLOSUKS 

~ A'^ ^ 




33 






Be; HAPTIN UJTHF.R KING 


advlsei _ 

__the Rfitlonal Association for the 

[vahcoment of Colored People (MAACP), Vllmlngton, Delaware, 
had chartered one Greyhound bus to depart Wilmington, 6:00 AM, 
April 8, 196 b, for Atlanta, Georgia; also two buses were 
chartered at Boston, Massachusetts, by P.adlo Station WIU> 
to depart Boston at 9:00 AM, April 6 , I 968 , to attend the 
funeral of Reverend King in Atlanta. 



was recontacted regard¬ 
ing any additional charter service to Atlant^^^^^lend 
Reverend King's funeral on April 9> 1968. ^^HjH^m^ntioned 
that the following additions and changes hl^Teer^ade in the 
chartering of Greyhound buses for the fuTieral: 


( 1 ) Twelve buses from Detroit in name of Robert 
Kendall — No changes. 

(2) One bus from Detroit In name of Public Employees 

District Council 77 — No change. 

(3) Two buses were originally chartered by Radio 
Station Wlli), Boston, but this was changed to 
one bus to make the Atlanta trip. 

(4) One bus chartered by HAACP, Wilmington — No 
change• 


(5) Two buses were chartered by the Inner City 
Christian Council, Cleveland, for the trip 
but both were cancelled as only fifteen people 
signed up and these people made the trip on 
regular Greyhound eervlce to Atlanta. 

( 6 ) One bus was chartered by the City Wide Welfare 
Group, New TorK City, New York, scheduled to 
leave New York, 9:3^April 8 , 1968; return 
trip - leave Atlanta, 5*^*0 PM, April 9> 196ti. 

( 7 ) One bus was chartered by Mr. Simms, Ecumenical 
Institute, Chicago, Illlncls, scheduled to depart 
Chicago, 12:00 noon, April 8, 19605 return trip - 
leave Atlanta, Wednesday, April 10, 196 b, at 5:00 AM. 


- 2 - 



Be: MABTIN LOTHER KINO 


( 8 ) Three buses were chartered by the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), Chicago, 
Illinois, leaving Chicago, 3^00 April 8 , 1968: 
return trip - leave Atlanta, 6:00 PM, April 9, 1968. 


(9) also learned that the Central United 

sfaxes^ontrol area of Greyhound notified his 
office that five chartered Greyhound buses would 
leave St. Boniface Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
at 2:30 PM# April 8 , I 968 , en route to Atlanta 
and would be going through the Greyhound Eastern 
Control Division. These five buses would depart 
Atlanta at 6:00 PM, April 9> 19^8, for the return 
trip. 


This doc\UB 6 nt contains neither recosunendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Honorable B. Everett Jbrdan 
United States Seaate 
^>ftshington» D. C. >0510 

My dear SmUon 


April 12, 1968 



O 



Assistant to tbe Oireete DelM^ has shorn 
me your eemmimleatiaa of April 10th eedosing eotreapand- 
eQce relstiim: to requests fm have received for tbe release 
of laformatiaD from FBI ^s eoaeemlac llartia Lather Klag. 

While 1 voold like to be of assistance to year 
coostitueats» data in oor files most be malatatned as emtfi- 
dential parsnant to recolations oC the Department of AisUee. 

1 regret I esanot be of hej^,'w^ ;c. 

The eacloeiires yoa forvarded are betog 
retomed as yoa reqaested. 


IIA1LEQ2 

APR i 2 vm 

CQMM^ 


Sincerely years, 

J, Edgar Hoove^ 




/?) 

T ';A‘ 




Tolson 


Eaclosores (8) 

K£C-0 6i2Ht,. ^ 

NOTE; We have enjoyed cordial relailo& £th Senator Jordan. Enclosures 
included five telegrams and two/^t^ers from various constituents in North 
Carolina. Bufiles cemtain no infofihatibn lO^tifiable with any of these 
constituents. J 



ELETYPE UNIT 


□ 















QiCnHeb ^Ictlesi /ScTUtie 


i-f 


AprU 10, 1968 


Respectfully referred to 

Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach 

for such consideration as the conmunication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon. In duplicate to accompany return of 
iDclosure. 


By direction of 







( 



i . <- 














rK^ 
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( 

Kvamerr Jordan 

NONTM CMMLIMA 


QlCnitcil Pieties ^cnalc* 

WASHtNOTON. DA. IHI0 


ApHl 10» 1968 



Thank you for your April 9 letter urging immediate release by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation of information in its file# on the 
background of Dr. Martin Luther Kinga Jr. as well as on forces backing 
past racial disorders. 

1 am forwarding your latter on this issue to the FBL together with 
others received on the same subject* with a request for review and com¬ 
ment. As soon as 2 have a response* 1 will be sure to send you a copy 
of it. , 

Meanwhile* with all best regards* ^ 

Sincerely* 


B. Everett Jordan* US5 

BEJtpJh 

bcc: Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach . 



V 





April 8,-1968 


Honorable B» Evorotte Jordan 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senatort 


lB 5 )erativa that the fBI 
King and Baoiol Order bo released. 


report on Martin Luther 







Sen. &• Everett Jordan 
Senate Office Building 
Washington. D* C. 

Dear Sin 


During these days of crises, our dltlzens are 
becoming more and more alarmed with lawlessness 
and civil disobedience* 


About three weeks ago Sen* Strom Thurmond urged 
that the official report from the on Dr. 

Martin Luther King be made public. I should like 
to urge you as an official representative from 
this state to support this move and that the 
American people be Informed about the real Martin 
Luther King. As a public servant I believe you 
to be interested in the welfare of this nation. 

I should also like to urge you that the report 
on racial disorders from the F.B.I. be made pub¬ 
lic. I realize that It is important that certain 
information be withheld at certain times, but 
what could be more Important than publicly ex¬ 
posing those who are subtly destroying this na¬ 
tion of ours with a false front of non-violence. 


I. would like to know your views concerning these 
matters and trust that you will urge this Infor¬ 
mation be made public to the American people at 
once. 
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1J2Sa EST APR 8 68 AAH® 

A-WU.0S2 PD F HILMINGTON WCAR 8 1052a EST 
B EVERETT JORDON 
US SENATE WASHDC 
PLEASE, NO MORE CIVIL RITES LEGISLATION NEEDED NOW INSTEAD, 
REQUEST JUSTICE DEPT TO OPEN TILES ON MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 


i) 7 (cy 



(07) 
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Cuktf or SuviCE 
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unicii ki deferred chai- 
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EST APR 8 6g aa03A aa035 
A-KLA02J PDF WIL MINGTON NCAR 8 850a EST 
SENATOR B EVERETTE JORDAN 
WASHDC 

IMPERATIVE TOU INSIST FBI REPORT ON M L KING AND RACIAL DISORDER 
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SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN 
SENATE OFFICE BLOG WASHDC 




jeghuii^ 


EJGH NCAR. 8 
DAN 6 >->'4 


REQUEST YOU EXERT YOUR UTMOST INFLUENCES TO HAVE THE FBI PUBLICLY 
i EXPOSE THE RECORD OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 
1 IMMEDIATELl 



i 

I 




I 

1 

I 

I 


I 




















□ 


C.LA- 


SlUVlCX 


Thi* V « »«»••£• 

ui.Iet) \ 'S. cr(»d <K*t- 
•ner it iVjicjicd by the 
prof” «vJt>bol- 



TERN 

TELEGRAM 



s^-;.:roi.s 


DL-Pv 

, L.r'rr 

KL-Ni. 

Lrt-t: 


N_ f 


The kU„g time in the di« line oa domettic tekpimt b LOCAL TIME .t pobt cf oriia. Vmt of rtet^t k LOCAL TIME it point of Jewne.ion 


19S8APR 9 PM il 02 
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SSEA51 A RGA3A3 NL PDF RALEIGH NCA R 9 , 

SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN ^ 

SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHDC 

REQUEST YOU EXERT YOURVUTMOST ' INFLUENCE TO HAVE THE FBI PUBLICLY 
EXPOSE THE RECORD OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IMMEDIATELY 
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115P EST APR 5 68 AA216 

A'WU130 PD__WILHINGT0N NCAR 8 1250P EST 

SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN 

NEW SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHDC 
IMPERATIVE YOU INSIST FBI REPORT ON M L KING AND 

k70^J 


BE RELEASED AT ONCE 



racial disorder 
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AprU IS, 1S88 
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Honorable Jackson £ • Betta 
House of Representativea 
Washingtoa» P. C. 20515 


My dear Cof^reaaman: 


lhave race 
enclosing an Inquiry from 
release of Information from 
KtiV. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^^i"^. 

mmiint gatlop of April lltb, 

;onceraing the 7 ( 
arttn Lather 


lOiirnirTmwilJ 


- fc 7 Cv 

has written me a similar letter and 
I am enclosing a copy of my reply to him. 1 am also re^^ming 
hU letter to you as you reqaested. 


mailequ 
APR 151968 

COMM-FBJ 


Sincerely yoora, 

J. Edgar Hoover 






Encloaurea W 

ssman 6etts - ^ is on the Special Correspondents List, 
letter dated 4-9-68 made identical inquiries of 
reau as ne 3id vtl^ jhe Congressman^ and we replied by outgoing 

4/15/68. tOT / 
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Congretftf of tfie VInfteb 
S^onfe of i^tpretttifatibea 


■Uct^ngten. S.C. 


April 11 196 8 


The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation pT' / /''J 

9th and Pa. Ave. N. W 
Washington, D. C. 


/ 




The attached comnunication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re¬ 
ply, ret\arnlng the enclosed corre¬ 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly, 

Jackson E. Betts>I. C. 





co?^ 
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.wnaflcld, Oh 11*4903 7(M 

April 9, 1968 


Congressman Jackson Betts 
U. S« House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

The other day I heard a broadcast by Paul Harvey 
on radio station WMAN In Mansfield. 

He cautioned people that they should contact their 
congressman, and that the representative should In turn 
contact the before the communities follow throu^ 

with plans to rename streets and public buildings after 
Martin Luther King. 

Why? Why the congress and the P.B.1.7 Is there 
something to be revealed? 

Will you please tell what you know on this subject? 
Is there some reason why such renaming should not go on 
In your opinion, or In the opinion of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation? 

It Is important for me to know what this means. 

Hay I please have your oooqplete answer as quickly as 
possible. 
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a\gB179 PD southern PINES 5 205P EST 
J EDG« HOOVER PERSONALLY 



Mr. Trottw^ 
T«l«. 

Him Bohnet. 
HiM 0«ndf^ 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 

I 

I URGE IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERNS TO YOU A PATROITIC AMERICAN 

TO PUT YOUR COUNTRIES WELFARE ALONE PERSONAL POLITIML SAFTEY^^ ^ 

AND RELEASE AT ONCE THE FULlXJ g^A /F^LL ' "tC z ON ^MARTIN 

LUTHER KING JR HIS ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATIONS TO ^HE 
——0 APR 


Bishop 

cc !■» KU«» ™ wnw 

/ \ « nn -» •ifViTO 
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o*'>eHiki >oiM mo 16 
MAT l*tl l6l'lOM 
OU 6IN tl6 MO IT 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


j 


TO The Director 


DATE: 



N. P. Callahan 


The Congressional Record 


Pa(M 89587-83«00. Mnitor Byrd, (B) 't.wA VlrgloU, spek* 
coRceralBg tk«^c«Bt riot Im Mtmpliic aad Um uarcJi o* WatitiBgtoa Btaaatd by f 
ifcartia Latbtf^tag Ud oUUd 'V tUo aoU-Moklag raUito-rouMr ia aUovod to 
go larouitt wuu au plans bar#. Baabl^oa say wall ba traatad to Um aaiaa l 

Liod 01 Tlotanca, dastractloo, laotb«, and bloodahad. --1 hava praaiouaiy 

argad, In dlaciiasing tUa uattar *Ub tba iuatiea Bapartoant, UaU tha fadara! 
CoTtmi&ant aaat a oaurt ordar to aalola Martia LoUar Kli^ ai^ Us pulpUtaaa 
pars«w Iroxb carrying oat tfaair plauad poor pat^la'a caatpaign in tba Nuloa's 
Capuai. - - • • B ia Uaw ter anr Fadaral CavanuoMt—which in racaU yaara 
baa stxiva itaalt ta ba vlrtiially apiaalaas whoa it eoanaa to ap against 

ttw lawbraakara, tba boodlatas, and tba Marxist dawioaatntora at Mast to 
let the NUion know, ia no aacartala tarais, tbU it wiU not allow tUs Msbal 
Panes Prize wianar to craate aaotbar Maaipbls ia tba eity which sarras as tba 
saat at the CevarauaU at tba taUad autaa. Ur. Byrd iactadad aarant articles 
with hia raajaika. daaator Maaaia, (D) btiaatssippi, also coauteuad aa tbta 
uattar nod Mated ''Wbu bappaasd ia Maaepbis claarly Mows tbU tba bsM policy 
for lAasUagtoa omciala te teliew te to atop tba aurcUra at Um etty Itnlte, alloaUi^ 
a auail auiabar al tba» aad tbair taadar, who pfasoaobly will ba Br. Martin 
Latbsr King, who also isd tba Mampbla aurck, ta eanM ia aad apsah aad otbar- 
wua praaant tbair eaaa ia aa ardarly auasar aad, Una, ayariwUcaliy raprasart ^ 
all tba otbar wouid-bs partleipaata. - - - • Thte te aaatbar caaa ia wucb tba 
Corarntoant aiuM bars tba wiu to act lbs gweanuMat aHtterltiaa raapmnibla lo^ 
fcaaping panes aad ordar nust act Urnly aad promptly." 




37 APR 11 ^ 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ^ ^ reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for thTOiteclo^ retention. This form has teen prepared in order that 
portions of a copy (dUMoriginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
*dn acprcifiuOtd subject matter files. 
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Cedar Falls, Iowa 
9 April 196T. 

s 




The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

' Dear Sir, 


Did you say in 1964 tha t Martin Luthe r King was 
the ’’most notorious liar in the countryT^Andif you did, what 
led you to make this remark? 


It is hard for me to believe hoy the American 
people have reacted to his death. - . 



Yours truly, 

Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
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10 APR 16 1968 
















Toor letter April 9th hat been reeeiTed. 

Id respoDDe to poor tiK|alry, 1 made the atateaeBt 
oonceraing Martin Lather King attributed to me in your letter at 
a preee ccaference on Norember 16, 1964. 1 did no becaoee be 
had groeely dletorted tbe facte eonceming our Special Agents 
headltag etell rights larestigatioiis in the South, 


MAtLfO U 

APpnWes 

OOMM^ 


ftncerefy yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiies show prior outgoing to correspondent 2-21-68 in response 
to his inquiry concerning the John Birch Society. 
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AprU 15, 1968 


J OO - J O -^21 ^ 


ALL 1NF0R:v!AT:::I CQiilAlNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEj2jif]L-BYSi*a<ki^ 

Your letter of April 5, 1968, has been received. 

While 1 have never made any public statements 
relative to the source of Dr. King's Hnances, I did very definitely 
c h a lle nge Dr. Klng*s truttifulness irtien be made misleading and 
false statements concerning Agents of this Bureau. 
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Tolion _ 
D«L«ocii 
yohr __ 
Bishop _ 
Casp«r _ 
Callohoi 
Conrad _ 

Fsll_ 

Cole- 

Rosm _ 
Sullivan . 

Tavsl _ 

Ttotl.i 
T*l«. 
KoIb.s 
G andy 


In view of the confidential nature of FBI files, as 
prescribed by the Department of Justice, no further Information 
regarding the subject of your Inquiry can be released. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


mailed 02 

APR 1 5 1968 

COMM-FBJ 


Jehn Edgar Hoover 
Director 


isp HRH:^(4) 


iSM? 


NOTE; Bufiles contain no information Identifiable with 

1/^ 
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Apidl 5 f 1968 


13. J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States DepartPient of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

In the past I ranember reading or hearing ^ 
stateip^t by you stating that civil rights leaaer, 
LUThX^M, was largely financed by ccraraunist mone>. 
Vouid it be possible to obtain a copy of that stateiaent? 


Thani: you. 
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Tour letter of AprU 10th has been received. 


Jn response to your inquiries, at a press con* 
ference on November 18, 1064, I did make tte statement 
that Martin Luther ^ing was Use most notorious liar in the 
country. 1 did so because he had grossly distorted the facts 
concerning our Special Agents handling clvU rights investi¬ 
gations in the South* 

1 have never made any statements to the effect 
that Martin Luther Ung was a communist. Information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, could not be released 
under provisions d an order Issued by the Department of 
Justice pertaining to all matters of a confidaitial nature. 
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MAILED 12 

APR 1 6 1968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
^ 7 Kingsville, Tex as, telephone dlrector ir indicates 

is the pasto] _ _ 

mereforeThe is being addres|^ j^8^|^erend. 
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A worshipping 
eemmonity of 
God'* people 
committed 
to 

strengthening 
tKemseties 
for 
wit net! 
ond 


Kingsville, Texas 7I3A3 


April 10, 1968 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEL 
'-"EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


WORSHIP 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


6>d-7s 


COMMITMfNT 




STRENGTHENING 



WITNESS 


Part of the aftermath of the recent trauma of our nation 
has been a heighteninaxjf pro and con feelings in connection 
with Dr. Martin Lutheyking. Some people have para¬ 

phrased statements which they attributed to you in which you 
supposedly stated that Dr, King was a liar and affiliated with \ 
Communist front organizations. If you did indeed make these 
remarks, I would appreciate very much knowing in what con¬ 
text they were uttered and whether or not any subsequent 
events may have changed your mind. This information would 
be most helpful to me and I look forward to hearing ^rom you. 


Sincerely, 
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Tran.'.nit the following in 


A IRTZl. 


Dale: 4/8/66 


(Typr tr. plainftxt o’ code.- 


(Priority) 


ruoM: 


DIRECTCR, FBI (157-3428) 
SAC, CKARLOTTS (157-5541) 


pocn PEOPLES CTluPAlGN 

P.M 

BUriI*E 157-3428 


^mED 


Itsrt /!• 1.,,--^ 

-3428 *-ROW/5t 

HAHTIN LUVilER^KTHG, JK, 

^rr-=^o ^^ -SxsOJbU^ 

BaFILE 1C0-1C5S7O ^ 

Re C^arlotto alrtcl to Bureau, 3/2S/63, 


Enclosed for the Bureau aie 11 copies and 
for AtJanta and \?FO arc four aad two copies respectively 
of LK?l re captioned jsatter* 

LEAD : 

CFARLCrTE; 


AT CH\?.LC?T8, K. C. 

T/iil folios? nod report. 

Bureau‘ftr- 157-8423) (Sac 11) (HU) 
(1 - 100-105670) 

4 - Atlanta (2 - 157-2921) (E:iic 4) (RM) 
(1 - 100-5718) (GCLC) 

(1 - 100-5506) <ku-;g) 

2 - WHO (157-1355) (Snc 2) 

3 - Charlotte (2 - 157-5541) 

(i - 100-10173) (SCLC) 


( 13 ) 
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/ ^ df ^ ^ ^ 
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rVu. Age-.'t ir. Ch.x'ge 
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i ITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 .ijSTlCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
April 8, 1968 


POOR PEOPLES CAMPAIGN 
RACIAL MATTERS 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTERS - C 





n - 


' «i- L 





Reference is made to memorandum at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, dated March 26, 1968, captioned "Washington 
Spring Project, Racial Matter and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
Security Matter - C." 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, (deceased), president, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), had 
publicly announced he would conduct a massive civil 
disobedience campaign in the nation's Capitol the third 
week of April, 1968, in an effort to pressure Congress 
into passing the legislation favorable to the Negro. 

Due to his assassination at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on April 4, 1968, sources contacted in the State of 
North Carolina stated that they have received no further 
Instructions from SCLC Headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, 
regarding the above captioned march. 

The attached page sets forth more detailed data 
relative to the Washington Spring Project. 



THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER 
RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS OF 
THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE 
FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; 

IT AMD ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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been received. 


In response to your InqulrieSi I made the state¬ 
ment concerning Martin Luther King attributed to me In your 
enclosure at a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did 
BO because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights investigations In the South. 
The personal ventures and activities of the other Individuals you 
mentioned are their own and 1 am not in a position to comment 
on them in any way whatsoever. 




MAlUfiZ 

APR! 21968 

POMM-FSI 


Sincerely yours, 
1m Edga Hoover 





NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. There is no 
record of the article, "New Politics: The Communists Get Set for 
1968," by Gary Allen as mentioned in her enclosure. Allen, about 
whom we have had prior citizen inquiries, has written articles pub¬ 
lished by "American Opinion," a publication of the John Birch Society, 
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CUtNbsOR, COLORXbo ^ ■ S 

April 8, 1^68 


^\:rf=a ' of I’^''’’GEtira^ion 
. c’^crtr-nt of -'u5T.ice 
"onp'itutfcn A\’e’^ue '• 10th Streaky 
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!;;c inrlose ' clippinp; cones fron the Oreelcy "^riTune of 
leelef, G'~>lcraco, for Satur’-^y, April 6, 1 ?qB* 


I should like to know if I r. J, Edgar :loover made the state- 
ncr.t attributed to him, and if he did so, \inder wliat circum¬ 
stances. 


If tne statenent vjas not ma ’e by :-!r. toover, I should like to 
know what action will be taken with regard to ]!r. VJells, who 
I understan" is a resident of Oreeley, Colora'^o. I should al¬ 
so appreciate infor:ration, if such is available, rerardinr the 
rrerent acti\dties of Karl Prussion and ''ary Allen, both of 
wncm were ouoted. 





'S a rrivate citizen _ am often outraged at the lack of rooi 
taste where political issues are concerned, but this is the 
first -ine 1 have written tc any organization for information. 
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The Night Watchman 

By Bob \S'ells • 


Th« MnMitM and rld1> 
cutout staying of Martin 
Luttior King ^ that could 
net poaaihly help anyone 
ozcopt the Cemmuniat con* 
apiracy •» ahould ba anoth* 
ar ramfndar to the Amort* 
can paopio, that the Com* 
munlat plan la divide and 
conquer. To totally daatroy 
the government of the 
United Statea by whatever 
meant nacacaary. 

^ HOWEVER: 

For part of the oom* 
munieationa media to lm> 
ply martyrdom, whan ttio 
truth la the oppoalta, la an 
IfiBult ta Amarlean cHixana 
af all racaa. and In my 
opinion, lha halght of 
hypacriay. 

At you might ouapact— 
I don’t **buy’’ Martin twtK* 
ar King aa being aimply, 
the ‘^hrlatian Martyr” 
who lad hla ”undarprlvi* 
logad” poepla toward their 
earthly qtopla. 

To be honapt with you 
gentle raodara — and aa a 
matter af fact — I ba* 
lleved the honorable J. 
Edgar Hoover, the vary 
epected head of the Fed* 
orpi iuraav ef Invaatlaa* 
tien, when. In 1Pg4, no 
aaid ”... I aanalder (Mar* 
Hn Lirthof) King la bo the 
moat netorloua liar In the 
country." 

I aiao baiiovad Karl 
Fruaaion, farmer Fpl 
eounterapy, whan ha taotl* 
fled aovaral yaora ago that 
M. L. King had over M 
cemmun iat front afflli^ 
cjofia. , 


_ran believe . Jim 

Luclar who aoya, ^*hTi 
(MLK) theory of leva haa 
dripped from acme af the 
beat magoiinee: and hit 
doctrine af nomv(aienea 
haa inaptrad aema of the 
fineet rieta." (American 
Opinion 11*»S). Aa the old 
•eying geoo—**A cemrrturt* 
iat fronter la a aammunlat 
baekar." 

American Opinion aant 
Cary Allen to rhieage Uai 
labor day waekanq to cav* 
ar the National Confer* 
enae for New Folltica to ba 
held at the alogan* daimir 
Houaa hotel. Kare'a a 
Mcerpta from hie rt»>art 
titled "NEW FOLITICE — 
The Ccmmunlata Qrt Eat 
for IfM.’ 

‘*Thla little horror anew 
had been promoted aa the 
moat aignlflcant gather, 
i :r.g on the l.ef» in two da* 
cadoa ... It aimed to 
build a unified and co¬ 
hesive political aoalitlon 
around "Civil Right a," 
■lack Natienailam, t h a 
paacanika. tha Naw Laft. 
ravalutianary (tbar, and 
tha "Llbargl” paligliua 
groupa. in Oammuniat par* 
lanca thay cama to aatab* 
llah a Unitad Front, ena 
cioaoly paralloling and In* 
eluding the ravolutionary 
"unian af tha paor" baing 
aaaamblad by Wgltaf 
Rauthar and Martin tuth* 
ar King aa tha CItlaana 
Cruaada Againtt Povarty.” 
Wha furnlahad tha 
Monaytff 

Cantinuad naxt waak. 


Support My Sponsors 

The* Ijflif** in iMpunsiM* Irrrdjm 
>,r .p^r.1. -»* n« dcu’>l Tou Jo »■"'* 
rTf r. d •»* nr. r 

,1. jmpl. <> P'*"' • ■ 
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April 12, 1068 






ihop 
•^'a*per . 

Jallohan _ 
Conrad ■ 

jole 

)o«en AX 

rev*| _ 

rrotlar — 
Tai*. RooBi 
Holina$ - ■ - 
Saidy ___ 


rter, South CaroiSIaSoTl 


hi (S') 


Dear 


aiNFCP.’"'.T::’i oy TWUED 
/EREIN!:'. : , 

C*7f> 


In response to your letter of April 6th, I am 
unable to furnish you any Information from FBI nies since 
such data must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulatlmis of the Department of Justice. I r. .. r:- , 

1 . iMrrjt Di o:' r.riistar.cp in t'.is iniEtappr. 

P 

= Sincerely yours, 

- J. Edgar Hoovif 

^ John Edgar Hoover 

^ Director 


fT*?; 

NOTE: Bufiles Contain no record of 
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SUMTER. SOUTH CAROLINA 
29150 


April 6 1968 


'r. 7. - cover 

Federal Bureau Investiretion 
'.7«>sr.ir."tcn, D. C, 

Bear I'r. “^'ocver: 


ALL /i*'FCPynf'T< ■■ 

ISgwuss:™.' 


69D7-6 


Luther 


lighten re. 


1 heve been heerins for years t.bpt Br. T'gr+ln 
'^"ing 7t. v;ps fi ccrrunist. Can you ple^^se tell 
t^i's Is'true? ^Tc one else seers to be able to 



I ar. e v'idcv: end beve a very fine tv:enty-four 
veer old sen fiF^htenin'? to combat comrunisr in Vietnam, 
"is life is in demer every rinute end things ere very 
dif-^icult. Tt gives me very rixed feeling to have our 
Arerican fla;^ flying at half mask in Sumter to-day for 
the bip-est ccmm:unist we have ever had end laud him as a 
non violent nersen. 

I Did L'sshir.gtcn D. C. Ifcok non violent to you 

(last night? 

Thanking you in advance for any help you can 
give me on this. 




V 
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./0UC.7O - JjyJ AprU 15, 1968 



I received your letter of April 9th* hn response to 
your inquiry, I did nxaittt the statement that Martin Luther King 
was the most notorious liar in the country at a press conference 
on November 18, 1964. 1 did so because he had grossly distorted 
the facts concerning our %>ecial Agents handling civil ri^ds 
investigations in the South* 
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sincerely youTB, .lU 
John Edgar Hoover 


Director 
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Rock Falls, ni, 
61071 

AprU9, 1968 


Dear Sir: 


We were discussing the late Dr. King in A class at 
school, aid during the discussion, your name was brought up, I 
would like to know, Did you consider the late Dr. M. L. King Jr, 
a liar? If so why? Also would have any proof of this? We are ' 
all anxiously awaiting an answer. 


Sincerely your, 





HRfWIS li'MCl .'.Srrii.-'" "' 

\p 'CST.-b 
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To]son _ 
OeLeach 


Mohr 



Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
CoUohan 
Conrad _ 

Felt _ 

Gate_ 

Rosert _ 

Sullivan 


ttW 
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Honorable Alton Lemlfe .e 0l\)^ ^ 
House of RepresentatiTeA'; 

Washii^on, D. C. 2)1515 

My dear Congressman: 


p*" ^ 


,i; ' _ 




Tour communication of April 10th, with enclosures, 
has been received. 

Although X would like to be of assistance with respect 
to your request, information in our files must be maintained as con¬ 
fidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. You 
may wish to contact the Attorney General concerning this matter. 


returned. 

MAILEQ i 

Ar^K i ‘^1968 

COMM-FSI 


The enclosures to your communicatian are being 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Bo5®! 


>■ 


Enclosures (2) 
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NOTE: We have had prMqps ^olraial correspondence with 

ttain no record Identifiable 


Tov.l 1^- I 

| - y. 

Holmes U / 


Gandy 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C 

April 10 8 

_ ! _, 


B€$peetfuUy T^ferred to 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


I ajn receiving many letters 
similar to the ones attached. 

Would you please furnish me 
appropriate information on the sub¬ 
ject that I may relay to concerned 
constituents. 














April 8, 1968 
Wilmington N. C. 


The Honorable Alton A. Lennon 
House of Representatives 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We respectfully urge you to use your influence, to have our 
Administration release F. B. L report on Martin Luther King 
and Racial Disorders. 

While shocking and deplorable that any American should be 
assassinated, it is also dishonorable that a man with King's 
Communist affiliations and notorious background should be 
eulogized as a hero and set up as an example for fellow Ame ricans. 
His life and death have best served Communist purposes, as has 
much of the Civil Rights movement. We are deeply concerned 
about our nation and the (xicoming anarchy. We feel the American 
public is entitled to know the truth about King and his activities 
and that the suppression of this truth will best serve Communist 
aims. 


Being emphatically opposed to any and all communist alms, we 
would sincerely appreciate anything you can do toward bringing 
out the truth about this infamous man and his purpose. 



ENCLOSURE J 

/ y ^ ^ y ■ ^ ^ 
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n£ton, 


Lcr.^. xvltor. Lennon 
House of Representatives 

AU^nin^L^onf LtOe 

De:-r Sir: 

Lurlr.i^ tr.cse days of crises and civil disobe¬ 
dience, our citizens are becoainc ^ore and ncre 
alarned ’Alth the lawlessness in our country. 

bouu three weeks age, Sen. Strom Thu rnond urged 

cac Che cffic ia l re po rt from the F.STrT c.-r'Lr .''- 

: -rcl r._Ini^nc-r—cling /ce r.ade public . I snould 11.-le 
c ur£e you as an official representative fren 
cis state to support this aove and that the 
U3r 1 c_ar; oecnle be Inferred abou t _the re al Harc 1 n 
.;cher Hlr. ,t. As a public servant, I believe you'to 
= interested in the w^elfare of this nation. 

shculd also like to urge you that the ^enert 
1 raolal disorders from the F.3»I. be rale ou~d^ 

1 realize that it is Important that certain 
‘.fcrnatlon be withheld at certain tines, but 
~.at c_^jl d_be _rn:.re-.in:oortant^th an publicl y 
)sl r.>.- those v:ho a r e svhtiv ripst.rny* this great 
ItTon of_ curs_ v:ith a false front of~”.Non-vio- 


should like tc know your views concerning these 
otters and trust that you will urge this In- 
)matJ.on be rade public -to the American people 
^ cnoi. 


rspectiuily yours, 





i-..«,.. 


y y- ^ 


y ^ 7<r ^ 


^ . / 

t , ^ 



AprU 10, 1068 


.v: ' 





In reply to your letter d April Sth, I hare never 
made any statements to the ellect that Ifiurtln I^iUier King was a 
communist, toformatlon d this naturSy whether substantiated 
M not, could not be released under provisions d an order issued 
the Department d Justice pertaining to all matters d a confi* ^ 
itial nature. ^ 

> '9^ I did make the statement that he was ftxe most not^ 

rious liar in the country at a press conference on November 
1964. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concexn* 
ing our Special Agents handling civil rights investigations in t^ 


a 


South. 


jAAlLED Z 

■'R 1 01968 

CQMM-FBI 


Sincere^ vours. 
J. Edgar Bc5^ 


NOTE: BufUe 
> fjand no i^ecpxd 


contain no information identifiable with 
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April 5, 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.G. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Tele. Boom- 

Miu Holmes- 

IfUs Gendy- 


MfOWAWPS 


COWMNffi 




In the walce of the assasination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King , many persons in this area are claiming that he was 
a communist. 


Their chief source for this claim is you. It has been 
said before groups that you have said that Dr, Martin Luther 
King was a communist, had been since his youth, and that, 
furthermore, you said (and I am loosely quoting) that he was 
the worst "liar’* this country has ever known. 


If you did say these things, I am confident that you will 
inform me of such. If not, I would appreciate hearing from your 
office to that effect. Words are thrown around so loosely the 
days, that one begins to wonder who is crazy. 

With a firm conviction that you will set me, and many more 
persons in this area straight, and that in the end truth and 
reason will prevail, I remain dedicated to those two concepts. 







/iC - /0 6& '/O, 
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AprU 12. 1966 


AaiNfon:-ATi^:.c: 

Ut^RFlN 1" • . 



Walnut Cre^. California 94598 


Dear 


tmned 


I have received your letter of April 8th and want to 
thank you for your kind sentiments regarding my work and the FBI. 


Although I would like to be of service with respect to 
your inquiry concerning Martin Luther King, I am not in a position 
to comment as you desire since information contained in the files of 
the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu¬ 
lations of the Department of Justice. 



I am enclosing some material concerning communism 
which I trust will be of help to you. Perhaps you will also wish to 
refer to my hooka. '^Masters of Deceit*' and '*A Study of Communism." 
The former was written with the hope that it would help its readers 
gain an insight into the true nature of communist activities. The 
latter is a comprehensive study of the development and expansion of 
communism throughout the world. These books may be available at 
your local library. 



liSlUfiZ 

APR 121968 

CPMMfBl_ 


Sincerely yours, 


j. EdgatBoo^ 


Rl2H0b 

t B I 


'P 


Tolwn — 
D»Loach 
Mohr __ 
Bishop 
Casp.t _ 
Callahan 
Conrod _ 

Fell _ 

Gale 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 
Tavel _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


Enclosures (2) 


IS p 


Communism and The Knowledge To Combat'Xtf " 
Let's Fi^t Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record 
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4/8/68 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I write you In an attitude of humility and concern for the 
great work you & your department are doing to protect our free country 
& the Constitution of the United States. I commend you for your efforts & 
appreciate these efforts. 

I believe whole heartedly in free agency & believe all people 
regardless of color, nationality etc. are entitled to it. We are all 
children of the same God & entitled to the same blessing as we labor thru 
the ’’sweat of our brows." 

My concern is abpdf^e truthfulness of information I have been 
told regarding M artin Luther King. I have been advised that he has attended 
over a period of time communist training schools. 

My personal inward feelings have left me feeling uneasy about 
this man and If he really stood for all he appeared to be standing for in 
his labors. 



Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. DeL^ach 
Mr. rfc 

mj 

Mr. Cfehahan_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Roaen_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel __ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandjr_ 


\ 



\ 


I was told that about 18 months ago the FBI tried to expose him 
as a Communist. If so & if this is the truth could you so clearify It for me 


I am only searching for the truth for my own peace of mind. ' 
Should the information I*ve been given be of the truth & your department 
confirm it, then I have reason for greater concern and would greatfully 
appreciate your suggestions as to what course I, as an American citizen, 
could take to try to aid In the further protection of our Country & the 
Constitution from Communism. 


'//. 


I am a sales manager for General Goods Corporation. 


ItEC 22 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFtEO - _ 
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I am a devout Christian, activity engaged in the Morman 
Church. I have two sons who will gratefully serve their Country when 
needed, as 1 did. 

I request your reply and any naterial you would care to send 

me. 


Sincerely, 

Walnut Creek, Calif. 94598 



COPYmrn 
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11' I ^ 


AlLINFOR^^Aii: 


C' ITWIIED 


HEREIN l^j?;Ci 

CATE:arS:a-CYS4^^i/W>^ 

(fiUTA 


Your letter of April 8tb has been received. 


In response to your Inquiry, I made the statement 
concerning Martin Luther King attributed to me in your letter at 
a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did so because he 
had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
haxuiling civil rights Investlgaticms in the South. It is not possi¬ 
ble for me to comment further Inasmuch as information in our 
files must remain confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice, I have no objection to your quot¬ 
ing from this letter. 


Sincerely yours, 




NOTE: BufUes indicate one prior outgoing dated 11-27-64 in response 
to his letter concerning the D^^ptor's press conference of 11-18-64. 

He was furnished a copy of theDir'eht^ts speech, VTime for Decision.'* 
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April 8-1968 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, M. A., LUD. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover:- 






AINED 


dife one American that never was a fan of the late 
Martin Luther King, I always appreciated your T. V. program in 
1964, the exact date I do not recall, but it was the exact day and 
hour Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize which he read just 
before he made his acceptance speech - frustrated, 

I do not recall the woman’s orgahizalicn, or the 
spokesman for them when you were asked about Dr. King and you 
\ said he was the most notorious liar in the country. I’d like to 
have if possible this program accoimt, or any‘summary of King’s- 
coming’s going’s and doing’s. 

Now I am not a fanatic, but I resent the us flag being 
lowered to half staff, while communist all over the world were also 
joining in with Americans in mourning; and memorial service, as a 
tribute to an alumnus. I read some years ago in the Western Voice of 
Denver, as published by the late Dr. Harvey Springer showing King’s 
picture in a communist school group preparing the cloak of "Non-Violeime. ” 

if ^ ^ / 

Of course I hated to see King idlled, tne same as I 
would anyone, to be murdered. I sympathized with his family of course, 

I am a retired ministered mlnister-1910-1961. I am listed in more 
than a dozen Who’s Who 1936-60, and annually solicited,"lHirtnnied ■■ ■ 
down 1968 Who- s Who in Tex , ^ ^ g 

I mentioned these things only because ymugould k now . 

I am not a publicity seeker I’d like to quote whatever factual thlngT^ / J 
you wish to say about King's record as you know, ^ 


• ® ^ When a man operates under a banner of "love and hope" and 

^ 5 ■ preaches the opposite while wearing his constantly acclaimed theto 

under the non violence cloak, and his every imigination, thought, words, 
/7c - (/ 6 deeds and acts create violent reaction ran g ing from Arson and all 
between to murder, riots, looting, perversion and wickedness its high 

6 ', 



time someone spoke out, and Americans came to their senses. 

Again, will say that I am not a nut as left wingers 
try to make out against any one who speaks out against their Pinks 
Minks and stinks. Over the years I have had to natch blow for blow 
with those who would undermine our Lord, homes and country, 
Fortunately they underestimated :my ability to match their thinking; , 
and after they had had their fun, I had mine by making a sieve out 
of their arguments. 

Pardon this lengthy epistle but Tm full up of chafi, 
tares, briars and brambles put out in the name of patriotism, and 
worst of all, Christianity and comparing MLK with Christietc. One 
of these John Maynard Keynes devotees of Harvard sought to have 
some fun at my expense, was he surprised. 

A man tried to make fim of your education to me once, 
I knew your degrees but not your schools, but squelched it. I too, 
hold degrees, diplomas and certificates. 

I will deeply appreciate hearing from you about King*s 
record etc. with permission to quote. Thanking you I am yours in 
his name. 


Sincerely 
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To] aon 


DoLoocti 

Uohr _ 


Bishop 

Casper 


Collohan 
Conrad _ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 


Rosen 
Sulhva 
Tovel 
Trotter __ 
Tele. Roc4 
Holmes _J 
Gondy _1 



5f7~X6uIs,“Missouri 
Dear 




Your letter of April 8th has been received. 


Li response to your inq[uiry, while I wish It were 
possible to be of assistance to you, information contained in our 
flies must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I: t ret T r,.: 

to furnish the data you are st-ohing. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoo^ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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April 8,1968 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Depairtment 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

I am working on a school project in which I would appreciate 
Your help. It is in reference to the late Dr. Kartin Luther 
Ki ng Jr . I know that he was a very good man wno tried 
heTpSis people as well as all Americans, however is it true 
that he was a communist, or trained in a communist school? 

I have heard numerous reports concerning this matter and 
would like to have the truth in this matter. Could you^ 
please send me this information? I would greatly appreciate 
your help. The following is my address, I am a student of 
St. I'^ry's High School in St. Louis Missouri. 



, iiv« 

65116 


I would appreciate a speedy reply, itny Information would be 
a great he|p to me. R£C 35 

Thank you,/C) (C 6 7 -^ - . 


ST. LOU 


all INFORMATION 
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:T.-.:iO^' V.’CRKERS STRIKE, f^EMPHIS, TENN., -fn^ 
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M;-« G-.’'Jy, 


RE NE TEL APRIL TWO ElxTYEIGHT 

FOLLOV.'ING IS SUMr^ARY Of APRIL TWO ACTIVITIES, 


n L 






ADVISED APRIL 

:',.T, -AST THAT LARRY PAYNE'S BODY WAS INTERRED FOLLOWING FUNERAL-^^ 
WT-y .,20 'ljT five HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE. NO INCIDENTS / 

re?:eted. 

ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY SIXTY SANITATION WORKERS 


\ 

's. ' 

\ 




■ir 


NO 


^•ARCKID rsyNTOVH NE!';PHIS AFTERNOON OF APRIL TWO , LAST 

UNL'DAl I'XIDENTS REPORTED. ^ .-..T 

ADVISED FiAR TIN LUTHER KING,' JR ., ALONG wnH 

EDULEDTO 




p * 1 p V 


i^ERNATHv, BERNARD LEE, AND ANDRtW YOUNG SCHEDUU 

RECORDED 


ARRIVE KE. , TEf-’ FIFTEEN AM APRIL THREE, FROX/ATLAN’ 

; SC’JRCE ADVISED THAT AT A PRESS :,CpyFE.RENCE W rfCftY@OI?fi68 
TE^'PL: APRIL Tl'C, SOUTHERN CHRISTIA'N LEADERSHIP C&tH=^:RENCE (SGtC) 
PEPRESEN7.-.TIVES STATED THAT NIGHTLY MAS^'’STR-IKE SUPPORT MEETINGS 
l.ILL --E RESUMED NIGHT CF APRIL THREE, NEXT WITH KING AS THE FEATURED 
SPE; DR. MASS XARC^ TO BE 'HELD FRIDAY, APRIL FIVE, NEXT A^B" 

ALLF'^ DDLY WTI L CHILDREN, „ > »r„ 

F:'D page one, W^od in letter to House ^ 5 19^3 

• “‘^■V- 
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ADVISED ^;E^:PHIS CITY OFFICIALS ARE COHSIDERING 
Si.- j A COURT IL'JUtOCTIOM PROHIBITING AMY MASS MARCH LED BY 
Kirs C- A*’ IRJUMCTIOM SPECIFYING CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A 
‘■^A%;apC“ could TAKE PLACE. 

!NSP£CTIO^ML BUREAU ADVISED LATE 

PM -APRIL TWO, LAST THAT ONLY MINOR INCIDENTS OF BRICK THROWING AND 

S'^ALL SATHFRT.; 3 S OF INDIVIDUALS REPORTED. UNADVISED NO MAJOR 

DISrjRr-AVCES C.R ANY UNU.SUAL ItrCIDEMTS OF VIOLENCE REPORTED IN LATE 

TVJO.LAST OR EARLY A.M APRIL THREE, INSTANT, 
r:.”^ 
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iAISTOW. CAUF. 923n 





/\hff"n) Lull^P^ ^H(NG 



Dear Ed, 


We are shocked at the reactions of the world to Dr. (?) 
Kings death. 

The likening of a man such as he to Christ makes us sick to 
our stomach. 


It's too bad you cannot make public, the man he really was. 
If you did we*d really have a war on our hands. 



We are dis-satisfied with the statement of that texas Jackass 
living in the white birdhouse on the hill, that the rioting will not be 
tolerated & then not allowing the police & the military a free hand. 
This is an act of war against the Republic. 

I'm afraid if our Gov't don't do better about stopping this, 
the people will. You know who's side I'm on. This needs no 
answer. 

Sincerely 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO Mr. Bishop^^ 

FROM D. C. Morrell^/*'!^ 


SUBJECT 


DATE 4-15-68 


Callahan 
Conrad_ 


Trottar __ 
T«l*, Roon 
Holnat — 
Condy 


all INFORMATION CONTAINED 

BARCTOW, CALIFORNIA ^ 3 

_ {£>cr7o 

By lett^4-9-68,^^mPsuggests that the reaction to the 
death of Martin LutherKing maJce^tosick and that it is too bad the 
Director cannot make public the type of man King really was. 
referred to President Johnson as a *texas Jackass** and to the 
as *’white birdhouse. ** He concludes his letter by stating it requires no 
answer. 


fcTfe) 


Bufiles disclosQ^^l^^was Interviewed in c onnectto n with 
aposslble Theft of Govemmen^roperty investigation dur 

He was cooperative. Informatio n was rece ived fromi New Zealand 
authorities duringiBIHIIIlHBi^^^ made an application for 

permanent residence in New Zealand. 

OBSERVATION: 

^ hi view of the derogatory comments made concerning 

President Johnson and since he obviously does not expect a reply to his 
4-9-68 letter^ it would appear no useful purpose would be served in acknowl 
edging the receipt of his communication. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


letter of 


4-9-68. 


That no acknowledgment be made to 

•'•TV / r-7 ^ ^ 

^DCP.W 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr, Bishop - Enclosure 

HCSrlmf 
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April 15, 1968 


/ ^‘ffiO-52 ^^0 -/0U70'2&^'^ 



JL(-INFQr’’,''J!0?v'CONTAINED 
herein r- L'NCLASSIFIED 



(#67^ 


I bave received yoar letter of April 10th, with 
enclosure, and appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
write and furnish me your remarks concerning the matters yon 
mentioned. 1 also want to thank you for your Und sentiments. 


With respect to your comments, you may wish to 
know that information in our files must be maintained as confi¬ 
dential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 


MAILEQU 

APR 151968 

COMM>FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovef 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
His enclosure is a card setting fortht theJ^cles of Faith of The 
"^^^phurcb of Jesus Christ of lAtter-day Saints. 
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April lO, 1968 



?al 5 irh, ^‘orth Carolina 27G10 



• i" • J* Eijar Kocver 

Director, iVdrral Bureau of Iin'estisation 
'-lashin^ton, D. C, 20535 


:: 

DATE_ 




Dear ’-r, IIooTers 


I op-Tccirtc “the cp’^V'rtuni'ty of bein'“ able T.'ri'^e tc ''c'.’. 
The fact t.bat I have approached 2 'cu cenct-’mirp one of the tMn ~5 
: foil to be important is in itself a sense of res-ect of one of 
the freolonr v;- hxve left, it the sane tine I send ^rou the £;rcet- 
in;;s and best v.'ishes due a nan of your position, honor and statue, 

'.'ov; that^onc of tlic oxcitenent over the denise of the late 
-b.rtin iutner^Iinr; i s subsiding ^ bit, end because of the honors 
Vecorde'd this individual, I wonder if it is not tine for the gov- 
ernnent to take off the gloves" and let the Anerican people 

know the real activities of this individual^ his activities and 
his associations with *" 01 : who are not loyal to the United States, 

As an American citizen I feel as though I not only have the 
right but tnat I have a responsibility to b e concerned enough to 
ask questions. The United States ^Q^gj-^ss a responsibility to 
mke the real activities of this individual know^ revealed in the 
open, letting the chips fall where they may. 



If Dr, King was as honest and virtuous as the federal govern- 
rent attempts to make him appear, then all will be well. If, on the 
other hejid, Dr, King is exposed to be a traitor to his race and to 
the United States, then the people iiould know. 


I do not ask this, ?ir 


hings because of my concern for ny country 


WV ww a T,D JilP ttliu TiO 

people *ould kpow, ✓ > ^ i) Q 

Mc-52 Zc 

llMf ^ / 7 out or malice, I ask th« se 
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Date: 4A0/68 


Transmit the following in 
Via _ ATRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code! 

(Priority) 


... uNED 




TO Director, FBI (IOO-IO 667 O) 

FROM SAC, Boston (100-35794) (RUC) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SM - C 
00 : AT 





/- 


Re Cleveland airtel, 3/29/68, copies of which 
are enclosed herewith for New Haven and Albany, 

Remington Arms, contrary to information furnished 
by the source in the enclosed airtel. Is not located at 
Springfield, Massachusetts, nor In fact are any shotguns 
manufactured In that city. In order to prevent any subsequent 
confusion the following individuals, who represent the 
only firms engaged in firearm manufacture in the area, 
were contacted on 4/9/68: 



in the manufacture of hfiira"guns and does not make a shotgun. 
He stated all shipments by that firm are to distributors 
and dealers throughout the U.S. and the captioned individual 
could not make a purchase in his own name of a single gun. 





stated that firm does raanuraei 
a shotgun but ships only to recognized distributors in 
the U.S. and to Sears & Roebuck Company. An individual 
or dealer could obtain shotguns only through the distributor. 
He stated further there has been no single shipment of 
10,000 shotguns within memory. 


^ Bureau (RM) 

2 - Albany (Enc. 1) (RM) 




Albany (Enc. 1) (rM) 

• 2 - New Raven (Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Boston 
TFS/sat 
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BS 100-3579^ ■ ' ■ . ■ : • ' " 

i- - ■ V 

wex*e bt the opinion that 

Remington Shotas ar^SiSractured at both Illon , 
New York, and Bridgeport, Connecticut, 

LEADS 


ALBANY AND NEWHAVEN 


At Ilion, New York, and a 




Will, unless advised to tlje c 
the inquiry of the Remlng 
forth in the referenced a 


rt. Connecticut 


y, conduct 
Company set 
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UNITED STATES C . v^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


Mr, Rose 



FROM : C, L. Me i,^y 
SUBJECT: MURKIN 


DATE; April 9, 1968 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Bailey 1 - Mr. Bishop 


Tolson - 

DeLooch — 

Mohi - 

Bishor - 

Cospei - 

Collahan — 

Conr0^ - 

Fell - 

Gale- — 

Roseti 

Sullivan - 

Tavel _ 

Troitei _ 

T«l«. Boon- 
Holmes — 
Candy — - 





At 10:35 p. m., an individual who identified himself asi 

Oakland, California, telephonic ally advised that he is currently 
?esiding'at Coit-Ramsey Hotel in Oakland and was doing some research 
concerning Martin Lutheinfcng, 

desired to be furnished informstion regarding "sever^ 
peopl^BrceSo leave King’s organization because of communist affili ^ i oi^* 
and wanted to know if the year this occurred was ’1966 or 1967.**J^BBII^ 
said he could get this information from newspaper files but he was in a 
hurry. He was advised of the confidential nature of FBI files, at which 
time he said ’1 guess I’ll have to call my Senator" and terminated the calL 


Bureau indices contain no references to] 


ACTION: 


None. For information. 
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AprU 11, 1968 





Tour letter of April 5th has been receired. 

In response to your toqulry. Information con¬ 
tained in our files must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

1 regret X am unable to ftimish the data you are seeing. 



Sincerely yours, 
EJd^Boovttf 


Aa INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIRED 

DATE.^f'i_BY gMir>n/A- 

(p 4 ^ 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. 
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Newnan, Georgia 
April 5, 1968 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 


Our history class Hnschool was discussing the 
recent death of Dr . Martin Luth ex^mg^Jr. Several members 
of the class claimed that Dr. King was a communist and that 
FBI reports had shown this. I would like to know if this is true 
and if it is how you know it. The information would be very much 
appreciated. Thank you very much. 
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ATTN. DC>^ESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
FROM.. NEW YORK (100-136585) IP 
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Mr. Galt 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN.. ATLANTA 






INFORMATION IS TO BE CLASSIFIED "SECR^” ADVISED Alg^L 

® CL’ 

FIVE SIXTY EIGHT THAT ANDREW YOUNG, EXECUTIVE VItt-Ef?ESIDENT OF SOUTHERN 


O _ 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), WHOSE PRESIDEr^ 

WAS MARTIN LUTHER KING, DISCUSSED KING’S SUCCESSOR illTH 

STANLEY LEVISON THIS DATE. THEY AGREED RALPH (LAST ’ NAK^;..: 

^ ' 

UNKNOWN) IS ONLY LOGICAL SUCCESSOR. (IT IS BELIEVED i-<, 

RALPH IS PEVERELND RALPH ARFRN4THY. OFFICIAL OF SCLC). 

YOUNG, WHC^WAS IN MEMPHIS, SAID PRESS CONFERENCE WILL “ 

y 

CALLED LATER THIS MORNING TO "SORT OF STRAIGHTEN THINGS 
OUT" and to announce ESTABLISHMENT O^A^J^N LUTHER KING FUND 
TO PERPETUATE KING’S MEMORY. SOURCE UNABLE TO ADVISE 
IF CONFERENCE IN MEMPHIS OR ATLANTA. ycREG-^ated^’'-^'-; 
BOBBY KENNEDY HAD CALLED AND^LACED HIS PLANE 



AGREED TO MEET AT THE 
ANTA AROUND ONE THIRTY TODAY. 



DISPOSAL. YOUNG AN 
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— or S:.' 


FBK^f\S]^dC 
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MR. DELOACH FOR THE WRECtOR 



CUKlfl 

^tempt/rom 






Domestic intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached refers to advisors and 
associates of the late Martin Luther King, 
in New York, who are planning to go to 
Atlanta and Memphis, in light of the 
assassination of King, They are reconsidering: 
Joining the 4/8/68 march in Memphis, in 
support of sanitation workers there and 
the poor peoples march King 
had planned for Washington, D. C. during 
April, 1968. 

Atlanta has been advised. Memphis 
and WFO will be advised. 

Pertinent parts of the attached have 
I been furnished to the Inter-Division 
, Information Unit of the Department. 


ABF:lrb 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SK - C, 00- ATLANTA’JY 
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(INFORMATION 
SIXTY EIGHT, 


Pif' 


fiu 


THAT ON THAT NIGHT STANLEt^EVISON AND HARRlSlWACHTEL, ON j 
LEARNING OF ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, INITIALLY 
DECIDED TO GET FLIGHT RESERVATIONS TO MEMPHIS FOR SIX 


PERSONS. THESE RESERVATIONS 
HIS WIFE, LEVISONi' CLARENCH^NES 


POSSIBLY BAYA 


ISON, CLAR 
I^RUSTIN. 


NDED FVP ^ 
, HARR^EL 


P VACHTEL AND 


6ELAF0NTE, AND 




DURING COURSE OF THEIR CONVERSTIONS, 


WACHTEL MENTIONED HE WAS CALLED'BTRUSTIN WHO HAD BEEN 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO . SE< 

V// L - ' 

CALLED BY JIMaUSON (IN MEMPHIS) AND SAID THEY APE TRYING 

TO GET ALL TYPES OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS DOWN THERE (MEMPHIS) 

TO KEEP THINGS FROM BREAKING WIDE OPEN. LEVISON FELT HE AND 

WACHTEL SHOULD GO TO MEMPHIS SO THEY COULD CONTRIBUTE TO 

PERPLEXING QUESTIONS WHICH THE (SCLC) STAFF WILL BE FACED 

Jt Tl**'' 

SOI 


WITH. LEVISON EXPLAINED THAT HE MEANT 


;OULDy|GO ON 


•THIS MARCH* (MEMPHIS MARCH SCHEDULED FOR APRIL EIGHT) 

AND • THE WASHINGTON THING" (KING'S POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN)? 
LEVISON SAID HE THINKS "WE'VE GOT TO BE ANGRY". HE ADDED THAT 

YOUNG IS PROBABLY THINKING THERE ARE MANY NEGROES WHO ARE 

GOING TO GET HYSTERICAL AND GO OUT AND GET THEMSELVES SHOT. 

LATER, LEVISON AND HARRY BELAFONTE AGREED TO FLY TO ATLANTA, 

NOT MEMPHIS, AT ELEVEN THIRTY AM, APRIL FIVE AMD LET WACHTEL 

AND OTHERS WORRY ABOUT THEMSELVES. 

ATLANTA TELEPHONICALLY, ADVISED. 

END 
RDR 

FBI WASH DC 
VFTB REC 01 DCD 
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AprU 12, 1968 




1 



Your letter was received on April 11th. 

In reply to your question, I have never made 
any statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a 
communist fiiformatioo of this nature, whether substantiated 
or not, could not be released under provisions of an order issued 
by the Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confi¬ 
dential nature. 



Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar HooveiT 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir, 


Would you please tell me how I may disprove the 
rumor that you said Dr, Martin Lu ther^fang, Jr. was a communist 
or was one who had communistic leanings? 

I, too, am a Caucasian, in deep grief, who wishes to 
do her part in malting this blessed, great country of ours an even 
better and stronger land of the free. 



Yours very truly. 


/s/ 
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Tour communicadoa of April 9th has been received 
and I want to thank you for yoor generous comments. 

You may wish to know that Information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. As a representative 
of the FBI, it is necessary for me to comply with fiiese regulations. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HoovSY 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


^INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HER^N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

SviW* 


NOTE: Bnfilea contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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La Grange Pule, Illinois 60525 


All ir^rOn-^ATlONCOtilnlKL: 
H£Rri;^;S[;MC>i^^SiRELJ 
OAI 7 .. 

5 ite/fv S^J >73 


Tour letter of April 6th has been received. 

In response to your inquixy, information 
contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance vith regulations of the Department Justice. 
I regret I am unable to famish the data you are seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. EdgiTHod® 
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April 8, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


Would you please send to my attention, as quickly 
as possible, a copy of your file on Martin Luther King as I 
understand it is available. Thank you for your help in this 
matter. 
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April 10, 1968 
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Levtttcwn, New York 11756 
Dear ; 

I have received your letter of April 6th and want 
to thank you for furnishing me your comments concerning the 
matter you mentioned. You may be certain I appreciate the 
interest which prompted you to write. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. £dgar Eooved' 


Alburn 2 

APR 1 U 1968 

COMM.FBI 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 




LcrULk 


Levittown, N. Y. 
April 6, 1968 


While watching Dr, King's last speach on T. V, 
last night I was struck by the thought that here was a man that 
knew he was going to die and soon. His intenseness, mannerism 
and emotional state indicated to me an inward struggle as he 
committed himself to the path of martyrdom for his cause. What 
he said also supports this: (1) 'I've been to the top of the moun¬ 
tain and saw the promised land". (Moses was allowed by God to 
view the promised land but not to enter. He died on the mountain 
side Deut. 34:1-5) 

(2) '1 won't enter the promised land with you". 

(3) Longivity of life is good, but I can give It up", 
or words to that effect. 

(4) "Mine eyes behold the Glory of the Lord". 

The tears in his eyes, the faltering moment when 
the eyes snaped, and the final commitment were all in evidence. 
Then as he finished he collapsed in his chair. 

I suggest a very careful investigation of those 
advisers and friends closest to him for hints as to his willingness 
to die for the cause. The possibility of a planned martyrdom 
should not be overlooked. 



1 * 
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sincerely. 






l*VnTOWN. NEW YQtt 117 
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Paola, Kansas 66071 
Dear, 


Alt ^'FORMATION CONTW?®) 
HERO?! IS Ut'lCLASSlFlED , 



iVfrrt' 


73 sy/^ ffc^'y 


Tour letter of April 5th, with enclosure, has been 
received and I want to thank you for your generous comments. 


Althoag:h I would like to be of service in response 
to your inquiry, Information contained In the files of tibte FBI must 
be maintained as confidential In accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Therefore, you can be assured that I have 
never made a statement as attributed to me in your letter. 


Sincerely yours, 


J, Edgar Hoo^ 
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COMM-FBI 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no i^or^j^ntifiable with correspondent. 
Enclosed self-addressed, st^^pgd ^'Velope being utilized in reply. 
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TRUE COPY 


April 5, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 


Dear Sir: 


o 

After the death o f Martin Luther King, the American 
people are being told how "wonderful” this "non-violent, Nobel peace 
prize-winner" was. I recall, however, that during the time he 
received the Nobel prize, you linked him with several communist 
front activities. Since then, the national press has hushed up that 
information, and therefore, I would please like to know as much 
about his treasonous connections as possible. I have enclosed a 
self-addressed stamped envelope for your reply. It is comforting 
to know that there are still patriotic Americans like yourself in our 
government who try to warn us about our enemies. Thank you. 
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iN FORMAT IVEt^OTE 


3/29/68 


Attached relates to a converi 
tion between Martin Luther King,J: 
President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and his 

_ j _j 1 1“I fn^ 

prXlltJXpttX »UViOV/* 

secret Communist Paj^ty member, 
Stanley Levison. 


Information in attached 
Tvin^r, thr fftlltT* 

ATtorney General and interested 
Government agencies, (u) 


DMW:hmm 


i^Bfrlfied by 

»3ipl iromiiCDS, 

laie oi P^Tas6iiicali0l(ladefinite 
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VIA TELETYPE 

MAR C J 1968 

ENCIPHERED 


928 AM URG^T 3-2S-68 JLW 


i Mr. ToIsodJ^^ 
Mr. Dalj^ _ . 

YT ^— 

_ 

Mr.' (Jasper_ 

Mr. Caliahan..— 

^ Mr. Oinrad—_ 

Mr. Pelt_ 

h Mr. Tavel_ 

__Mr^Jtolter- 


TO DIP^OR 100-106670 ATLANTA RICHMOND AND WASHINGTON FIE;LD 1^® 


ATT. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION ‘^zCTiTf- M 

FROM NEW YORK 100-136585 2P ^ - jU h ^ PU’i /ki 

:N LUTHER KING. C* s ediu^ ^ ' 


Miss Holmes 
Mias Gandy— 


0»_JL:2 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, -m 


ADVISED THAT MARTIN LUTHER 






KING WASI^P bU) 

^ ^ i 

JN CONTACT WITH STANLE LEVISON JUST PRIOR TO r 

MIDNIGHT THREE TWENTYEIGHT SIXTYEIGHT WHEN THEY DISCUSSED,^.Ci^.!^^^^^^^^ 

RIOT IN MEMPHIS. KING STATED HE WAS DEPRESSED BY 
AND WAS CONSIDERING CALLING OFF THE WASHINGTON MARCH. 

[lEVISON advised king HE SHOULD TAKE POSITION THAT 
MAJORITY OF PEOPLE IN MEMPHIS MARCH DID NOT JOIN IN THE ^ y ' 

RIOTING AND PROVES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF KING'S POLICY ^ 

OF NON VIOLENCE. LEVISON EMPHASIZED THAT THE WASHINGTON 


t ^ ' 

MARCH WILL DIFFER FROM MEMPHIS MARCH SINCE^I^^JI-L 7(j 

HAVE ORGANIZED THk WASHINGTON M^l^fe^D^N STRESS-THE-‘ 

OlPORTANCE VIOLENCE. KING AND SCLC WILL4t^fRl» 

Q > ■■ ' _ 

ATLANTA SAJaPDAY? IpREE THIRTY SIXTYEIGHT TO DlS CgSP - 




THIRTY SIXTYEIGHT TO DIS 


MEMPHIS INCIDENT^-ABD PROBABLY WASHINGTON MARCH. KING y 

Fs , , .X r-T* 

WAS SCHEDULED JO gE:^^^ .^iSHIHGTOH ,iyc. THREE TWENTY * 

« /k ma . K iA. 
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PAGE TWO 

NINE SIXTY EIGHT WHICH HE HAS CANCELLED AND WAS SCHEDULED 
TO BE IN VIRGINIA ON MARCH THIRTY SIXTYEIGHT WHICH HE 


WILL PROBABLY CANCEL 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO 667 O) CUSS. A KT. ^ 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER IGNG JR. 1/ . H 

i SM - C ^ 

f'/'-' ,(00: ATLANTA) 

all CCriAINED 

i . HEKiir 12 ■t:.'':'- 71 FIED 

New York teletype 3/29/68./U)E-TcrTT7.'::LAASH0WM , 

'OIKIRfflSE. . 

There are enclosed for th^Bureau 11 copies of an 
LHM containing Information from 3/29/68, concernln 

a discussion between STANLEf LEvxSuInnaMARTIN LUTOER KING, 

Jr., on KING'S reaction to the violence that followed KING*b» /.\ 
leading of a march in downtow^iem|^l 8 on 3/28/68. It also 
contains Information ^rom VHi^Bir3/31/68, concerning 
LETISON's comments on an Atlant^S^tlng on 3/30/68. 
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EKCUCS^ cUirffi.avy^ 

/^Bureau (100-106670 ){Bjc 18.11)(RM) "x«mpt from 

/I nc** QlirtD \/t.r^«u4 rk.mm^UAle4BKDecl« 


PS. Categoi Y 
LicaiioD Indelinke 


^ (1- 157-^28) (Washington Soring 
3- Atlanta (100-5586) (Ends-3) (RM) 'J/a\p7 

(1- 100-5718 ){COMIHFIL SCLC) tA ira 

(1- 157- )(Washington Spring Project) _ . 

3 1- Memphis (IHF0)(RM) (Bicl.l) |S# W 

't . 2- Washington Field (100- )(Bicls.2){RM)’^ eggrr 

157- )(Washington Spring Project) TT,,/) 

V hew Tork lOO-llllSo) (STAHUST LEYISOH) 4l -MA A 
o*’/!- Hew York i 157-2052) (Washington Spring Projer^ ■ ■ ■■■' ■ 
r '/.I- Hew Tork (lOO-lBgiW)(COMIHPIL SCLC) 4l 
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NY 100-136585 



An information copy of this LHM is being sent to 
Memphis because it indicates KING is returning to Memphis for 
another march. l^) 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. RtASON F ^ 
Security Matter - C FCIM. 11. ‘;;; t 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on March 29 , 1968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levlson and Martin Luther King, Jr. discussed 
the position which King has found himself in as a result of the 
violence that occurred in Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28, I 968 , 
at the time when King led a march through downtown Memphis, King 
told Levison that he feels they have to face the fact that, 
from a public relations point of view and every other way, ”we 
are in serious trouble". He referred to the Washington D.C, 
Spring campaign, known as the Poor People’s Campaign, and said 
as far as it is concerned it is in trouble. King noted that it 
wfll be much more difficult to recruit people for the Washington 
rapalgn now because they (the Southern Christian Leadership 
inference)(SCLC) are recruiting non-violent people and these 
ople will hold back if they think they will be in a campaign 
{^t is going to be taken over by violent elements. King stated 
at this is not a failure for the SCLC because it has enough 
a program to affirm its position but that it is a personal 
tback for himself. 

, ^ King continued that persons such as Roy Wllkens 

JHead of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
^People) and Adam Clayton Powell, and Negroes who are influenced 
by the press, will now feel that he. King, is finished, that his 
non-violence is nothing, that no one is listening to it. King 
reiterated that they have had a great public relations setback as 
far as his image and leadership are concerned. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Levison attempted to dissuade King from this point 
of view stating that it would be true only if King accepts "their" 
definition. He added that he felt 3t is a profound error King 
is making. 

King noted that he did not accept It himself but that 
others will. Levison retorted that people would accept it for / 
a few days, but, if events prove otherwise, will not accept itltf^ 


King noted that events will not prove otherwise unless 
they think soberly through this period. He said that somehow he had 
to reaffirm what the press will refuse to affirm. He referred to 
the Memphis incident stating that they all know it was Just a 
few people who were involved. He added that it was a failure 
of the leadership in Memphis. King informed Levison that persons 
who were responsible for the violence came to see him on the morning 
of March 29, 1968. He said these persons were fighting the 
leadership in Memphis, the men who ignored and neglected them, the 
men who would not give them any attention, who ordered their 
telephones cut off. King added that he had no knowledge of all this, 
that the persons responsible for the violence were too sick to see 
that what they were doing during the violence was hurting him. King, 
more than it could hurt the local preachers 

King related that he was so upset and shocked over the 
Memphis violence that he was going to announce a personal fast 
as a means of appealing to the Memphis leadership, as well as those 
who participated in the violence, to come to him in a united 
front to take up the "cudget" and get on with the movement. 

He said he felt this kind of spiritual move would be a way of 
unifying the movement, of transforming a minus into a plus. He 
added that he feels their Washington campaign is doomed. 

Levison attempted to convince King that his reasoning 
was not correct. Levison said he was concerned over the "trap" 

King was placing non-violence in because King was saying that 
he must have 100^^ adherence to non-violence which is an impossibi lity . 

King commented that they could not get 100$^ adherence bu?^ 
that they must face the fact thatariot broke out in the ranks of 
the march, that "these fellows", in the line of march, would^j^ 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 


jump out, do something, and then come back to hide within 
the group. King said he is a symbol of non-violence and 
that the press is not going to say what Levlson said. He 
said the symbol will be weakened and it will put many Negroes 
in doubt. He said he must do something that is a powerful 
act to unify forces and refute the press. 


Levlson stated that if it had this result he would 
agree but that he is bothered by the idea that King would be 
accepting the logic of the press, that if King can control 99/^j 
and not the 1% who are violent, he is a failure. He said they 
must find a way in which they do not accept this otherwise King 
will never be able to do anything unless he always spiritually 
reaches a level where he hypnotizes every Negro alive, (S^ 

King questioned how he could say that they can 
control the planned demonstrations in Washington,D.C, and at the 
same time conclude they are going to have 1^ violence. 

Levlson counseled that King can say that he can control 
his followers and Is not undertaking to control everybody else. 

He said King could take the position that his followers are non¬ 
violent and will do what they must do. 

They agreed to discuss the matter in depth at a meeting 
in Atlanta, Geo:^ia in King*s church office on the morning of 
March 30, 1968. 

The same source advised on March 3ij 196S, that on 
that date Stanley Levison commented on the meeting held in Atlanta 
Georgia, on March 30, I 96 B. Levison’s comments included the 
following; 

At the Atlanta meeting they examined the whole Memphis 
incident and came up with a new approach. "We are going back to 
Memphis. We are going to prove that you can have mass action 
in the streets". Martin Luther King had decided not to go 
back to Memphis and not to go to Washington ffor the Poor People's 
Campaign). It was the determination of the (SCLC) staff that^j^ 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

changed King's thinking. King is going back to Memphis 
on Tuesday (April 2, 1968 ) and there will be a big march on 
Friday (April 5 , 19d 8), The Memphis incident was caused by 
"a handful of kids" and it could have been controlled by "our 
guys" (the SCLC) had they been there. 

He, Levison, made the point that they could not let , 
"a couple of kids" keep "mass action" from being their weapon, 


As for controlling the Washington, D.C. demonstrations. 
King knows he can control the youth. What has to be done is 
go to the high schools and tell them what the establishment 
wants them to do. Once they grasp this there is no chance of 
anything happening. What they (the SCLC) are afraid of In 
Washington is a double cross from Stokley Carmichael and the 
answer to that is that "our job" (the SCLC") is not to stop vlolenc 
but to be non-violent themselves. "Our position" is that "we" 
are going to go on because to be able to march Inthe streets is 
"our most important tool" and are not going on the streets because 
it may start violence. "Why do have to be afraid of riots , 

It is their problem not ours".(>6 
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